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REDEEMER RUGBY CONQUERS 
KNIGHTS 


BEN REID i 


It was a frigid, dark, rainy day. A per- 
fect day for rugby. Practice was just 
winding down and the handful of men 
and women in attendance came off 
the so-called field, an empty patch of 
grass in a Meadowland’s park. Sadly, 
this used to be a common occurrence 
for the Redeemer Rugby Club. Mini- 
mal attendance and a lack of interest 
overshadowed the beginning of this 
new club. 

That was one year ago. Since then 
the Redeemer Rugby Club has made 
leaps and bounds, going from a small 
club to two separate teams who both 
conquered the mighty Calvin College 
Knights this past weekend. The men, 
although timid at first, played a hard- 
fought game and won 15 - 10. More 
impressive then the win itself was the 
fact that it was Calvin College who they 
beat. Calvin, a member of the Michi- 
gan Rugby Union has beaten teams 
including Oakland University, Univer- 
sity of Michigan (Dearborn Campus) 
and Western Michigan University 
over the past couple of seasons. 
Justin Deschiffert as well as two local 
rugby players who joined the Royals 
for the weekend, were the try scor- 
ers. Although attendance and com- 
mitment is still at times erratic for 
the Rugby club, it has become much 
more structured and focused in re- 
cent months. After a lopsided loss 
in their first game of the season, this 
victory was that much sweeter. “After 
that first game we learned a lot about 
how the game actually works, stuff we 
couldn't learn from just drills” said In- 
side Centre Cam Deboer, “I think we 
hyped up Calvin a lot and then they 
were not that intimidating when we 
actually saw them, so that was a con- 
fidence booster,” he later added. The 
men will look to build on this result, 
going forward with big boost of confi- 
dence as they head into next year. 

The women were not to be outdone, 
beating their cross-border rivals 20- 
15. The win moved the women to a 
2-0 record after beating a local high 
school team in their first-ever game 
earlier in the semester. The women 
were down early on but battled back 
and finally took control of the game in 
the second half. Meghan Farquharson, 
Sarah Poaps (2), and Erin Booy were 
the try scorers. The mindset of the 
ladies was similar to that of the men 
going into the game. “We had no idea 
what to expect. We were prepared to ’ “4 
lose, but also ready to win,” said Far- : ao J \) i. ‘ 
quharson. “We all played our hearts TOP:Redeemer’s Men's Rugby Club PHOTOS BY REBECCA BROUWER 


out and in the end we were rewarde won . < 
live Prt: e end we were rewarded BOTTOM: Sarah Poaps, Erin Booy, Megan Farquharson - Try Scorers 


Although strong results have built 
excitement for both the men's and 
women’s club, the clubs remain a long 


ways off from the OCAA aspirations 
they hold. Both time and funding are | be | | i S i SS U fc 
needed to make that happen. But for 


now, Redeemer should sit back, enjoy 
and participate in one of the fastest 


growing clubs on campus. KO NY 201 2: 
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Unlocking Bill C-11 


What are digital locks, and why should you care? 


JANE LYTVYNENKO 
THE FULCRUM 
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA 


OTTAWA (CUP) — There’s one up- 
date ready for our copyright laws. 
Should we install it? 

On Feb. 14, the Copyright Modern- 
ization Act (Bill C-11), was submitted 
to committee for review and amend- 
ments. The bill aims to update copy- 
right laws last altered in 1997 and 
make breaking digital locks illegal. 

Time for an upgrade 

Kathleen Simmons, owner of Van 
Loon Simmons, a law firm special- 
izing in copyright, broadcasting, and 
government law and policy, has been 
at the forefront of the Bill C-11 debate, 
advocating on behalf of the Canadian 
Association of Broadcasters. 

“From the broadcasters’ position, 
this bill is hugely important,” said 
Simmons, a graduate of the University 
of Ottawa's law school. “And it’s not 
just the broadcasters — virtually ev- 
erybody who has said anything about 
this bill said, ‘Thank you for introduc- 
ing legislation.” 

Simmons said copyright laws in Can- 
ada were last updated to accommodate 
cassette tapes. With new technologies, 
especially the Internet, copyright laws 
need to be more expansive and adapt 
to modern times. 

“What used to be a traditional spec- 
trum of creators on one side and users 
on the other side is not quite as black 
and white as that,” she said. “User- 
generated content mixes and lines are 


blurred. 
“I think that it’s safe to say that it’s 
essential that we get some kind of 


copyright reform right now,” Simmons 
added. “I think this particular bill is 
much better than the last couple of 
bills than we've seen. It really achieves 
a lot more balance.” 

Jason Kee, director of policy and le- 
gal affairs at Entertainment Software 
Association of Canada, agrees the bill 
is a step in the right direction. 

“Overall, we are generally supportive 
of the bill,” said Kee. “It will improve 
the current situation with respect to 
copyright in Canada and overall piracy 
in Canada. 

“Bill C-11 is an attempt to deal with 
several interests that prevail that have 
to come up with a balanced approach 
and we feel like it’s done that,” he 
added. “It does so by providing tech- 
nological protection measures — the 
so-called digital locks — to protect 
copyrighted works as well as offers a 
new course of action that will actually 
allow rights holders to pursue legal ac- 
tion.” 

Digital locks 

Digital locks are put on content 
to prevent illegal copies from being 
made, making it more difficult for the 
user to rip content off CDs, DVDs, or 
to download certain items more than a 
set number of times. Bill C-11 suggests 
breaking digital locks should be made 
illegal, but puts their use up to the dis- 
cretion of content providers. 

“What's in C-11 right now is, basi- 
cally, if there’s a digital lock, you can’t 
break it,” said Simmons. “That is 
probably the biggest problem with this 
legislation — the very heavy-handed 
approach the government has taken to 
digital locks.” 

The implementation of digital locks 
is not a new concept. Kee said the 
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gaming and other entertainment in- 
dustries have always used them to 
prevent piracy, which costs the gam- 
ing industry alone an estimated $3.5 
billion globally each year. 

“The challenge we've had in Canada 
is the absence of legal protection for 
digital locks,” said Kee. “Even though 
it’s illegal to break them in many oth- 
er countries — including the United 
States and most European countries 
— because it’s perfectly legal here, the 
guys who use the tools to break the 
locks are based in Canada.” 

Simmons said the problem with 
making breaking digital locks illegal 
is users can’t use the locked content 
with regard to the fair dealing policy 
— using content for personal means 
and not as a means of illegal redistri- 
bution. 

“There’s a very simple solution be- 
ing advocated to make [digital locks] 
something that makes sense, which is 
to tie the anti-circumvention provi- 
sions to infringement,” said Simmons. 
“If you're breaking a digital lock with 
the intention of ... using things that al- 
low you to put your DVD on your com- 
puter as a back-up, then it should be 
permitted.” 

Both Simmons and Kee are unsure 
of whether the government will make 
any major changes to the bill. 

“I'd be surprised if we see any amend- 
ments that are of any significance 
simply because the government has 
made it very clear they’re not going to 
entertain those,” said Kee. “Because 
the government has a majority, they 
will only put forward the amendments 
they see as correct.” 

Bill C-11 versus SOPA 

The United States government re- 


cently introduced a_ controversial 
piece of legislation aimed at fighting 
copyright infringement through Inter- 
net regulation. The Stop Online Piracy 
Act (SOPA) was created to eliminate 
pirated online content — particularly 
on foreign sites — and allow for legal 
action against websites found violat- 
ing copyright regulations. 

Open Media, an organization fighting 
for consumer rights on media regula- 
tion issues, has mobilized Canadians 
to sign a petition against Bill C-11 for 
the fear of it becoming a Canadian ver- 
sion of SOPA. 

“This bill is a sad thing for communi- 
cation,” said Lindsey Pinto, media re- 
lations manager at Open Media. “What 
we're the most concerned about is the 
potential for SOPA-like provisions to 
be put in. We’re concerned it would 
lead to things like blocking websites.” 

Pinto said about 30,000 people 
already signed the online petition, 
adding some people also organized 
protests against the bill across the 
country. Though not as strong as the 
backlash against SOPA — Americans 
took to the streets while websites, in- 
cluding Wikipedia, cut off service for 
24 hours to protest SOPA — Bill C-11 
has been met with resistance. 

Both Kee and Simmons agree Bill 
C-11 and SOPA are two different piec- 
es of legislation. 

“It’s important to realize that C-11 
is not remotely comparable to SOPA 
— what they were about was making 
something illegal, they were about 
providing remedies,” said Kee. “C- 
11 deals with domestic issues [and] 
doesn't include any remedies. There 
are no comparisons between the two 
regimes.” 
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Kee believes that some discussions 
around the bill are based on innacu- 
rate information. “Some people don’t 
have a full appreciation of what's in 
the bill and are getting mad,” he said. 

Simmons said although the Conser- 
vative government can still make revi- 
sions to the bill, she doubts anything 
as drastic as SOPA will be introduced. 

“I don’t know how real the threat is,” 
said Simmons about the potential last- 
minute revisions. “We should always 
be concerned that big media will do 
what they can to protect their legacy 
business model. 

“They're not adjusted well to the In- 
ternet age, so there’s a real possibility 
they will use the digital locks to the 
detriment of consumers — and if con- 
sumers have a problem with that, they 
should certainly be voicing that.” 

Pinto echoed Simmons’s statement, 
saying even if the chances of drastic 
changes to C-11 are low, consumers 
should make their opinion on the is- 
sue known. 

“If we can all come together and tell 
the government what we want to see, I 
imagine the government will be forced 
to listen,” said Pinto. “We need to gal- 
vanize the public and make sure their 
voices are heard.” 
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Creation Care week on campus 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


Redeemer's environmental club has 
been hard at the work for the past 
week putting together a string of 
events to celebrate Redeemer's annual 
Creation Care Week. Organized by the 
aptly named Creation Care Squad, the 
week's events ranged from a themed 
chapel to a campus-wide clean-up. 

The group's leader, Amila Peiris, of- 


fered these aspirations for the initia- 
tives, “I hope this week renews our 
student body's appreciation for Cre- 
ation. I love how Syd put it in Chapel, 
‘we can't care for Creation until we de- 
light in it first!’ How true that is. We 
hope that through these events people 
will take away the spiritual discipline 
of just taking delight and be provided 
with ways to get actively involved on 
our campus.” 

The week featured a free bike tune- 


up on Wednesday provided by the 
New Hope Bike Co-Op. Sid Slotegraaf 
was one of the four students who vol- 
unteered their time to help fix bikes 
Wednesday afternoon. “I had a great 
time!” said Slotegraaf. “More people 
came out than what we anticipated 
and that was great! Altogether we 
worked on over 50 bikes.” Peiris was 
happy to have the New Hope crew 
available for students, “The bike re- 
pair shop helped to get people on their 


Redeemer property 
modifications concern 
future of our backyards 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


With only 86 acres of land, Redeem- 
er is geographically dwarfed by most 
other post-secondary institutions. Yet, 
in view of our smallness, there’s some- 
thing to be said about how our campus 
is presented and how it is viewed by 
visitors. A good friend of mine (and 
Student Senate President) 
once told me that while touring an- 


former 


other student body president around 
the campus she was so impressed by 
Redeemer’s beauty that she wanted to 
bring colleagues back to show them 
how a well-planned campus could 
look 

Being a suburban school on the edge 
of the city, Redeemer has been blessed 
with a good deal of cheap (well, origi- 
nally cheap) land. When the institu- 
tion moved from its original location 
downtown in 1985, land price and 
availability were prime factors. Find- 
ing space out in “the-middle-of-no- 
where Ancaster” seemed like the best 
deal for a bourgeoning school. Now, as 
many of Hamilton's white-collar com- 
muters have moved into the neigh 
bourhood, things have changed. Lots 
have been subdivided, trees cut down 
and land prices have gone up dramati- 
cally. 

Therein lies one of the main reasons 
why Redeemer quartered off part of the 
orchard a number of years ago in order 
to pay off debts. “We had to sell part of 
it [the land] for development in order 
to get some revenue,” said President 
Hubert Krygsman. Starward Homes 
is currently constructing homes on the 
once-treed corner plot. The former 
piece of Redeemer property will soon 


be known as the Kitty Murray Woods. 
Fortunately, for the rest of the wooded 
area, Redeemer has committed to con- 
servation. “We will preserve that area 
and add potential walking paths,” said 
Dr. Krygsman. “We will be working on 
it this summer. We have a commit- 
ment to that.” 

The orchard isn't the only area on 
campus that’s caused a bit of a stir. 
Dr. John Byl, Professor of Physi- 
cal Education, has voiced numerous 
concerns over the environmental and 
recreational uses of Redeemer-owned 
land. Among those matters is the 
treatment of the Stonehenge walking 
path. “When there is a thaw or it rains 
the path is unusable from the mud,” 
said Dr. Byl. “My question is why can 
we not pave it to give walkers and cy- 
clists access to the university and to 
the Meadowlands, when 8 million has 
been spent on the rest of the complex?” 
Byl’s concerns aren't without familiar 
echoes. Many students who regularly 
use the path have aired frustrations 
along the same lines this year. In view 
of these concerns, Krygsman admits, 
“The path should be fully restored. We 
do have some work yet to do and once 
the area is clear the path will become 
more of a priority.” 

Other areas of concern for Byl include 
the grass field behind Augustine Hall 
and the fenced area behind the new 
soccer field adjacent to Stonehenge 
Drive. “There is a great tobogganing 
hill just behind the refurbished soccer 
pitch,” said Byl. “Half ways down the 
hill a chain link fence was installed. A 
fun opportunity has been removed by 
fencing in this area. I think this fence 
vandalizes a play space and a commu- 
nity recreation opportunity.” 

Krygsman helpfully points out that 


the residential nature of the area de- 
mands fencing. “Essentially the fence 
is there because it is a high traffic area 
right along the sidewalk. Also, for in- 
surance purposes Redeemer would 
be liable if kids from the neighbour- 
hood fell into the pond and hurt them- 
selves.” With many liability concerns 
as well as policies put in place by the 
Hamilton Conservation Authority 
(HCA), Krygsman notes that not all 
property alterations are authored by 
Redeemer, “The HCA is surprisingly 
specific in how they want us to utilize 
our land. In my view this is a good 
thing, but sometimes the require- 
ments can be a bit excessive.” 

Other campus changes underway 
this year include the completion of the 
drainage system in Redeemer’s front 
lawn, the inclusion of a walking path 
connecting, Garner Road to campus 
and the beautification (seeding and 
levelling) of the cratered space behind 
Augustine Hall. @® 


bikes and delighting in Creation. This 
helps them to be off the road where 
they might otherwise be polluting.” 
On Friday, a Campus Clean-up was 
also set up and Saturday featured a 
nature hike, Both events were led by 
Elissa Auger and Jeff Hiebert respec- 
tively. In total, initiatives proved to be 
a positive way to get students thinking 
about the environmental implications 
of their everyday actions. Looking over 
the week, Peiris said, “If I can suggest 


one thing for students to ponder on 
this week it would be that our daily ac- 
tions towards the environment are in- 
terconnected to the rest of the world in 
more ways than we often think. Given 
that thought alone, we should strive to 
be more conscious about our how we 
interact or respond to our environ- 
ment. 
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Redeemer 
tuition up 4% 


..again 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Redeemer’s tuition is up 4% for the 
2012-13 academic year. 

President Krygsman released the 
information to students on Wednes- 
day evening. The decision was made 
by Redeemer’s Board of Governors at 
their annual spring meeting on March 
3: 
The Board approved a budget of 
$23.37 million for the upcoming aca- 
demic year, with costs to students 
comparable to the 2011-12 academic 
year, 

This year, student financial commit- 
ment was as follows: 

Full-time Tuition: $13,740 

Food and Housing (on campus): 
$6,186 

Student Fees: $505 

For 2012-13, the student financial 
commitment will be: 

Full-time Tuition: $14,290 

Food and Housing (on campus): 


6,432 
Student Fees: $505 
President Krygsman assures stu- 


dents that the tuition and housing cost 
increase is on par with other Ontario 
universities who typically see a 5% in- 
crease each year. 

The benefits to the 2012-13 budget 
were outlined by Krygsman and in- 
clude modest improvement to some 
wireless computer equipment and sci- 
ence lab equipment. It also includes 


the addition of a faculty member to 
accommodate the newly introduced 
Bachelor of Sciences (Honours) in 
Health Sciences. 

“The BSc in Health Sciences has not 
contributed to the tuition increase, be- 
cause it is supported by a separate gift 
and we expect enrollment in the pro- 
gram will cover the remaining costs,” 
says Krygsman. 

Enrollment expectations for the 
2012-13 academic year is based off the 
current full-time student enrollment, 
which sits at 892. 

Krygsman also assures students, “we 
are working hard to contain costs and 
raise donations to keep tuition costs 
down.” 

Any questions about the 2012-13 
budget can be forwarded to Vice 
President, Administration & Finance, 
Fred Verwoerd. Concerns about how 
to finance your education should be 
directed to our staff in the Financial 
Aid Office. @ 
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‘Aerotropolis’ proposal falls off 
Redeemer radar 


AARON DEVOS 


On April 26, 2010 there was an open 
forum held near McMaster University 
regarding the proposed Airport Em- 
ployment Growth District (AEGD) or 
“aerotropolis” across the street from 
Redeemer. A panel of stakeholders 
were present to inform those in at- 
tendance about the proposal. Seated 
on the panel were the president and 
CEO of Hamilton airport, a former city 
councilor and Hamilton Progressive 
Development representatives. 

All I knew about the AEGD is that it 
was going to be situated across from 
Redeemer and it would envelop a large 
area. Is it possible to develop a healthy 
community that derives its name from 
an airport? How would it affect Ben- 
nett’s? What about my friends who 
live on Glancaster Road? What would 
happen to the farmers who are situ- 
ated in the aerotropolis? I had these 
questions and more but unfortunately 
I had a previous commitment to at- 
tend to on the day of the meeting. 

Nonetheless, I hoped that someone 
would go so they could relay back 


image | 


to me what they had learned. I sent 
an email to a senior staff member at 
Redeemer to see if he might forward 
information about the event to faculty 
and students. Included in the email 
was a few links to relevant informa- 
tion about the AEGD as well as a re- 
quest for a means of transportation to 
the event. 

I have saved his response: “I am sure 
that the president and others are very 
aware of what is happening. Student 
Senate may be interested in getting 
involved in this possibly but the busy- 
ness of this week may not allow it. Stu- 
dents will likely have to find their own 
way if they want to go.” That marked 
the end of the email and students were 
not forwarded links about the AEGD 
or information about the meeting. 

Whose role is it to know about the 
Airport Employment Growth Dis- 
trict? Is it “the President and others,” 
Student Senate or the students them- 
selves? Or maybe the question should 
not be about whose responsibility it is, 
instead it should be about what capac- 
ity should others become involved. 

Isn't the student of economics pre- 
pared to stand by or condemn the eco- 
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nomic feasibility of a community that 
revolves around an airport? Doesn't 
the student of environmental science 
care about the effects this may have 
on local watersheds and the air we 
breathe? 

As students, we must learn that just 
because we do not yet have a bache- 
lor’s degree it does not mean that we 
have not already been handed our citi- 
zenship papers. It is from within the 
context of citizenship that a bachelor’s 
degree has any substance. Picking up 
garbage along the side of the road, 
conversations with local farmers, in- 
terest in the AEGD, do not require a 
degree. It is by initiating some form 
of involvement in these activities that 
our learning within the classroom and 
outside of it will flourish. It will only 
happen when we take these experi- 
ences back to the classroom and open 
it up to discussion. If we wait until 
we have become “qualified” through 
a bachelor’s degree then it will be 
too late. The opportunity for “iron to 
sharpen iron” will be lost. 

I certainly would not expect for ev- 
ery student and faculty member to 
take part in the discussions about the 
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AEGD, but it should be the role of ey- 
eryone to take part in some aspect of 
our community. It is our right, privi- 
lege and responsibility as citizens at- 
tending Redeemer University-College 
in Hamilton, Ontario. 

Before we visit Asia to share the gos- 
pel, is it not possible that we can first 
share it with students who are from 
Asia and attend Columbia College (al 
most across the street from McMas-~- 
ter)? Before we choose to fly over to 
Australia to help patients that are suf- 
fering from skin cancer, can we first 
ask if we are contributing to the hole 
in the ozone layer that has contributed 
to the skin cancer in the first place? 

Wendell Berry says, “The conqueror 
is nearly always from someplace else.” 
If we do not become attuned to the 
places that we inhabit then we will 
likely contribute to their ruin. We will 
be like the distant invader who takes 
from the land as he wishes without 
any regard for the life that is present. 
Worse yet is that once we are done 
here (ie. after receiving our degree) we 
will move on to a new distant land and 
repeat the process. 

Do some research if you are still curi- 


ous about the AEGD. What is unique 
about this issue and many of the other 
issues related to citizenship is that 
Wikipedia will not have to be the pri- 
mary source. In the case of the AEGD, 
the primary source will be a walk or 
bike ride through it, conversations 
with residewwnts, reading city docu- 
ments and a meeting with the ward 11 
and 12 councillors. Bring that knowl 
edge back to the classroom so that it 
can aid in classroom discussions on 
sociology, political science, religion, 
psychology and so on. Before we con- 
sider becoming global citizens, let us 
first assume the role of local citizen- 
ship. ® 


Redeemer Alumni stage “sexypants” 
Greek mythology 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Hamilton's Theatre Aquarius pre- 
sented “Orpheus” on March 7-10, 
2012. Bearing the tag-line “mythology 
just got sexypants,” it was a comedic 
contemporary rewrite of the ancient 
Greek myth of Orpheus. 

Redeemer alumnus, Ryan Sero, 
wrote the saucily witty script of “Or- 
pheus,” Sero is a self-proclaimed the- 
atrical artist, who cites his influences 
to inelude Woody Allen, Shakespeare 
and Monty Python. As such, the play 
was anything but dull. 

Sero’s ties to Redeemer aren't the 
only ones that were a part of this tiny 
cast and crew, More than half of the 
performance troupe was made of 
Redeemer-nurtured talent, includ- 
ing Steve Siemens (alumnus), Kaitlyn 


McGee, Jessica Watson and Simon 
Fallon. The original musical score was 
composed by Aaron Joel Craig (alum- 
nus), co-founder of Make.Art, Theatre, 

The show also starred Canadian up- 
and-comers ‘Tyler Brent, Kevin Ritchie 
and Harmonie ‘Tower. Brent, a sketch 
comedian since 2007, has been fea- 
tured at The Staircase Theatre, as well 
as at various venues across Hamilton 
and Toronto, Ritchie's theatre credits 
include the Hamilton Fringe and CTP 
Toronto. Tower recently graduated 
from George Brown Theatre Conser- 
vatory and credits venues such as 
Fringe and Spadina House. 

Director Luke Brown should be 
pleased. The performance was alto- 
gether comical and Sero's seript was 
clever enough to make even the most 
solemn in the audience smile, 

While Fallon’s Orpheus was one of 


corny melodies and blatant innuen- 
does, the real highlight of the produc- 
tion was Siemens’s role as Virgil as he 
emerged on stage, driving a motorized 
scooter with a headlight that beeps 
when reversing. 

Perhaps most notable was Sero’s 
script itself. Playful characters and 
“sexypants” overtones aside, it grap- 
pled with the role of music in today’s 
world and the corruption of the media 
industry. The story is driven by the Re- 
cord Label Manager (Ritchie), whose 
primary concern is to make money 
from and exploit the originality of the 
young Orpheus. It was a theme which 
is driven further by pre-show com- 
mercial clips played on a rolling tele- 
vision and background musie “Video 
killed the Radio Star” on repeat. 

The academic in Sero also took the 
time to voice the post-modern, setting 


aside a scene for the unheard voices 
of the commoners who are forgotten 
about in the commotion of the heroic 
“quest” to put their two-cents (liter- 
ally) into the show. At one point they 
even yelled at audience members for 
their general indifference towards the 
Other in the storyline. 

Sero is currently a member of the 
Theatre Aquarius Playwrights Unit. 

“Orpheus” was produced by Make. 
Art. Theatre and Uses for Gooses.q> 
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A relationship gone sour: students vs. 
the Quebec government 


Finance minister, student lobby failed to meet before 2013 budget 


PIERRE CHAUVIN AND 
JULIAN WARD — THE LINK 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


MONTREAL (CUP) — Who called 
who first? And why didn’t they call 
back? 

Lately, the relationship between the 
student lobby and the Quebec provin- 
cial government sounds like a dating 
relationship gone sour, as both sides 
failed to meet in the last few months 
for consultations leading up to the 
budget, each blaming the other. 

What's more is that this commu- 
nication breakdown is happening in 
the midst of province-wide student 
opposition to rising tuition fees. The 
2012-13 budget will be announced on 
March 20, and is expected to further 
raise undergraduate costs, beyond the 
initially proposed increase at $325 a 
semester over five years. 

Unions and lobby groups often meet 
with finance ministers in the months 
leading up to a budget announcement. 
After sending a memo, organizations 
then meet with the minister face-to- 
face to voice their concerns and sug- 
gestions. 

Student organizations are no ex- 
ception: the Canadian Federation of 
Students meets with the federal gov- 
ernment, and in some provinces like 
Ontario and Saskatchewan, provincial 
student lobby groups are also often 
consulted by their governments. 

Pre-budgetary consultations for Que- 
bec’s next budget started at the end of 
October 2011. 

There are, at the moment, at least 
five different groups representing 
post-secondary students in Quebec, 
but the Fédération étudiante univer- 
sitaire du Québec, which represents 
125,000 students, has in the past been 
recognized as a main negotiator and 


liaison with the government. 

In Quebec, students and the Liberal 
government have been in a deadlock 
since the government's 2011 budget 
announcement, which indicated that 
tuition fees would increase to the 
tune of $1,625, beginning in fall 2012. 
There has been widespread student 
condemnation of the move result- 
ing in unlimited strikes and marches, 
while Premier Jean Charest, Educa- 
tion Minister Line Beauchamp and 
Finance Minister Raymond Bachand 
have made it clear that they don’t in- 
tend to back down on raising tuition. 

FEUQ president Martine Desjardins 
said that her group called the ministry 
at the end of November to meet with 
Bachand for pre-budgetary consulta- 
tions. She said they called back, asking 
for the details of their request. 

Both sides spoke for 45 minutes on 
the phone about FEUQ's recommen- 
dations, but then, according to Des- 
jardins, “We didn’t get any response 
to that call.” 


FEUQ called back in January, and 
emails were traded back and forth. 

Meanwhile, the group requested to 
meet with Bachand through the Alli- 
ance sociale, a loosely-affiliated um- 
brella group for unions. The Alliance 
was turned down, according to the 
Confédération des syndicats nation- 
aux (CSN), which is an Alliance mem- 
ber. 

Pierre Patry, CSN treasurer, met with 
Bachand to represent his organization. 
Since FEUQ had not had an audience, 
Patrie said he would bring up tuition 
but explained that Bachand refused to 
discuss the issue, Bachand’s spokes- 
person said that they cannot disclose 
what is said at these meetings, though 
outside groups are free to comment. 

Regardless, FEUQ drafted a 27-page 


memo, “Miser sur la jeunesse,” and 
sent it to the government via the Alli- 
ance in early February. It recommend- 
ed a stronger financial aid program for 
students and a tuition freeze. Receiv- 
ing no response, FEUQ forwarded it 
themselves to to the finance minister's 
office on Feb. 28. 

But the government says they first 
reached out to students, not the 
other way around. Catherine Poulin, 
Bachand’s press attaché, said that 
Bachand, hearing that FEUQ had 
done research on university fund- 
ing, requested himself that the stu- 
dents be contacted. A finance attaché 
phoned FEUQ in Nov. 29, and spoke 
to a FEUQ representative, recounted 
Poulin. A followup email correspon- 
dence confirmed a student memo was 
forthcoming. 


And then, Poulin said, they neither 
heard or received anything. 


Finally, they received FEUQ’s memo 
on Feb. 28, five days after the consul- 
tation deadline. 

Speaking on March 6, Poulin re- 
vealed the budget was due to go to the 
printers in a few days, so any hope of 
advising Bachand about the budget is 
over for students. 

“They took the time to send it, so 
we'll take the time to read and analyze 
it. But there won't be any pre-budget- 
ary consultations,” said Poulin. 

Desjardins, said she believed that 
Bachand met another student group 
that was not required to prepare a 
memo, the pro-hike Mouvement des 
étudiants socialement responsables 
du Québec (MESRQ). The MESRQ, 
whose leaders are rumoured to have 
ties with the Liberal Party, denied 
having any meetings with the govern- 
ment in an email. 


Poulin mentioned that Bachand does 
not meet with the same groups each 
year, but did not respond to followup 
requests to clarify whether FEUQ was 
the only student group to request a 
meeting this year. 

Desjardins is angered by the govern- 
ment’s “strange” explanation for not 
meeting. “[They are] saying it’s too 
late, but we've been asking for a meet- 
ing for two months now,” said Desiar- 


“We are the largest student group in 
Quebec, so it’s not usually the kind of 
thing we are used to,” she added. “I 
think it’s a way to take [away our cred- 
ibility].” 

Desjardins thinks that the reason the 
government is reluctant to deal with 
students may be traced back to Dec. 


GRAPHIC BY SARAH DESHAIES 


6, 2010. That day, several groups met 


with government officials in Quebec 
City for a summit. Students, angered 
by proposed tuition hikes, left the 
meeting in the afternoon. Protests fol- 
lowed, with one arrest. 

Since then, Desjardins argued, the 
government has been reluctant to 
speak to students, effectively denying 
requests to meet for last year and this 
year's budgets. 


 “T think we have a few recommen- 


dations and solutions for that issue, 
and they’re just waiting for students 
to get tired ... and the movement to 
collapse,” she said. “But it won't. Stu- 
dents are very determined to make the 
government step back.” 


Calling attention to robocalls 


We need a full inquiry now, please 


SAMANTHA THOMPSON 
THE CAPILANO COURIER 
CAPILANO UNIVERSITY 


VANCOUVER (CUP) — When it was 
announced that the first conviction 
had been doled out to a culprit of the 
Stanley Cup riots, people rejoiced. 
The general sentiment seemed to be 
that justice had finally been served. 
Yet when the story broke early last 
week suggesting that the last federal 
election had been littered with fraud, 
many labeled it as “typical dirty poli- 
tics” instead of what it actually was: 
potentially illegal. 

“This is simply a smear campaign, 
without any basis,” said Prime Min- 
ister Stephen Harper in the House of 
Commons on Feb. 29. He was refer- 
ring to accusations against the Conser- 
vative party that suggested they were 
responsible for a series of “robocalls” 
during the last federal election. 

The phone calls were made to po- 
tential voters, asking if the residents 
would be voting for the Liberal or NDP 
candidate in their riding. In some cir- 
cumstances, the caller impersonated 
Elections Canada and told the would- 
be voter that their polling station had 
been moved. 

The Conservatives began arguing that 
the whole situation was concocted by a 
bunch of “sore losers.” They suggested 
that there was not enough evidence to 
support these claims — while voters 
from at least 38 ridings were simulta- 


neously reporting they were victims of 
these robocalls. 

Soon, they stopped trying to deflect 
questions and instead began trying 
to put the blame on the Liberal party. 
The Conservatives claimed that the 
Liberals had been using a phone com- 
pany in North Dakota to make these 
calls, but the NDP was quick to point 
out that there were two companies, 
the other one in Canada, who were 
unrelated but had similar names. Lib- 
eral MP Frank Valeriote told CBC that 
“it is ridiculous to think that Liberals 
would try and suppress their own vot- 
ers from coming out to vote.” 

The robocall issue is going to be on 
the table for a while, particularly as 
Elections Canada decides to what ex- 
tent they are going to investigate given 
the fact that some 31,000 people have 
now come forward to complain about 
robocalls during the election. In the 
meantime, nearly 40,000 Canadians 
have signed an online petition de- 
manding, that a full public inquiry is 
conducted, Although many MPs have 
also expressed their anger and frus- 
tration regarding various facets of the 
scandal, we still don't know precisely 
what happened. 

People are angry, and with just 
cause. Something is going on, but the 
only way we're going to find out is if 
the authorities take charge. Instead of 
initiating a rapid inquiry, as Rex Mur 
phy pointed out on CBC's The Nation- 
al, “Mr. Harper is wearing his injured, 


angry face.” 

Politicians need to be held responsi- 
ble for their actions, just like everyone 
else. They are Canadian citizens, and 
should be held accountable to the full- 
est extent of the law — after all, they 
are the ones making those laws. The 
robocalls affected individuals’ ability 
to vote, and no one should be allowed 
to take away that most fundamental 
right that is the basis of democracy. 

Politics are integral to the way we live 
in Canada. Certainly, they can be try- 
ing at times, but that is no reason to 
ignore them altogether. We are able to 
celebrate someone being punished for 
destroying physical property, yet are 
only mildly irritated by the robocalls. 
This can't be reduced to dirty politics 
— this has polluted the waters of our 
democracy. 

As Rick Mercer aptly pointed out, 
“We have always agreed that voting is 
a fundamental right. This is not a left 
or a right thing, this is just a thing. If 
we don’t believe in that, what else do 
we have to believe in?” 


WHO REALLY HAS THE VOTES? 


BY JOSHUA HILDEBRANDT 
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Kony 2012: More to the story 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 
CROWN REPORTER 


At the beginning of March, the world 
was introduced to or re-informed of 
an abominable act taking place in Af- 
rica — the act of kidnapping and train 
ing child soldiers to form a terrible and 
large army. It took about 24 hours to 
make this army and the leader Joseph 
Kony famous. But it seems that the 
world’s mission was discovered just 
as the army was “dying,” or at least 
shrinking and weakening from what it 
was in the past, The Lord’s Resistance 
Army, after over two decades of hor 
rible torture and brainwashing, is now 
deteriorating, leaving a group of only 
about 200 people trying to survive. 

Over the past year, the United Na- 
tions Refugee Agency has counted 
only about 20 raids with very little 
impact (in comparison to other years 
the Lord’s Resistance Army has had). 
There has been “only” one person 
killed, 17 abducted and 3,000 dis 
placed. And this from the remaining 
portion of a once huge army - imagine 
them in their “glory days.” 

The Lord’s Resistance Army began 
approximately 20 years ago. Over the 
past two decades, they have become 
notorious for the evils they have com 
mitted in Africa (particularly in Ugan- 
da, but also in South Sudan and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo). They 
have kidnapped children, training 
the boys to be soldiers and raping the 
girls. They have also raped, tortured 
and murdered many other civilians. 

Stopping Joseph Kony and his army 
seems like a worthy cause, No country 
(whether we can find it on a map or 
not) deserves to go through such fear 
and. pain, However, there are those 
who are against the Kony 2012 move- 
ment. Although nobody can disagree 
that Joseph Kony is an evil man who 
has done awful things in recent years, 
there is controversy as to whether the 
organization Invisible Children de- 
serves Our support. 

This controversy is based on how 
the organization spends its money. 
As a non-profit organization, Invisible 
Children depends mostly on dona- 
tions to survive. According to the fi- 
nancial reports, only 32% goes directly 
towards helping the cause which they 
are supporting. The rest of the money 
goes towards making films, insur- 
ance, program supplies and other 
necessary business supplies. Most of 
these things — postage, office supplies, 
postage costs — are necessary to keep 


the organization going. Costs such as 
program supplies and film making are 
necessary to make the organization 
worth while. This is how they get the 
word out about the cause they wish to 
support; this how they enlighten the 
world of the newest cause. This is still 
money well spent. 

Other disputers say that the orga 
nization 1s 


encouraging the wrong 


resolution to the problem. Invisible 
Children suggests the Ugandan army 
go in and stop the Lord's Resistance 
Army. However, the Ugandan army 
itself has often been accused of injus 
tice and rape — some of the very things 
that make the Lord’s Resistance Army 
so infamous. Thus, in order to prevent 
the Lord’s Resistance Army, it seems 
Invisible Children is supporting an 
other evil. 

The final objection to the Kony 2012 
movement is Kony’s past responses to 
resistance. Over the past decade, the 
United States army has been tracking 
Kony’s army and making strategic at 
tacks in attempt to capture Kony him 
self. However, the children defending 
Kony are loyal and capturing Kony 
guaranteed to be preceded by the 
death of many children. Furthermore, 
every time the U.S. army failed to cap 
ture Kony, Kony has retaliated with a 
brutal attack. Is there too much risk in 
attempting to capture Kony yet again? 

It is clear that no country deserves to 
go through what Kony has put Uganda 
through and is now putting South Su 
dan and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo through. The people, even the 
children, live in fear: parents fear hav- 
ing their children taken and children 
fear being the next ones taken 

However action is taken, it stands to 
reason that when dealing with a man 
as evil as Joseph Kony and an army of 
children, those fighting for the cause 
need to proceed with caution. @ 


Solar flare blackout 


Explosions on the Sun’s surface knock out University of Saskatchewan radar network 


DARYL HOFMANN 
THE SHEAF 
UNIVERSITY OF 
SASKATCHEWAN 


SASKATOON (CUP) — A blast of en- 
ergetic particles from the sun collided 
with Earth early on March 8, causing 
disruptions in all four of the Univer- 
sity of Saskatchewan's SuperDARN 
radars. 

SuperDARN, or Super Dual Auroral 
Radar Network, is an international 
system of over 20 radars operating 
together and looking into the polar 
regions of the Earth. The U of § con- 
trols four SuperDARN radars: one in 
Saskatoon, one in Prince George, B.C. 
and two situated in the arctic. 

“All of our radars in the last day or 
two have been receiving no data, 
they've been blacked out,” said Kath- 
ryn MeWilliams, a physies professor 


who specializes in analyzing the radar 
network, 


The blackouts were due to the largest 
solar storm to hit Earth since 2006, 
MeWilliams said. Earlier in the week, 
an explosion on the Sun's surface sent 
massive clouds of particles — resem- 
bling bubbles — racing outward into 
space, 

“We just happened to be in the path 
of this thing,” MeWilliams said. 

As the storm reached Earth, the 
particles interacted with the upper 
atmosphere and the magnetic field, 
which lead to reports of aurora ac- 
tivity darting from the North Pole to 
Canada and dipping into the northern 
United States. But McWilliams said 
the magnetic activity can also result in 
damaged power grids and cause GPS 
systems to misalign, 

“I believe GPS was probably quite 
strongly affected in the last day or two, 
because the communications between 
[satellites] and the ground have to go 
through the atmosphere,” McWilliams 
said, “So when the storm is enhanced, 
radio waves tend to bend a bit more so 


your position is off.” 

ixplosions on the sun, or solar flares, 
gradually increase in 11-year cycles. At 
peak level, Earth will absorb two or 
three solar storms per year. The last 
peak period was in 2001 or 2002, 
MeWilliams said. 

“We should be getting more of these 
things happening as it has been un- 
usually quiet even though we are get- 
ting close to the maximum activity 
period,” 

MeWilliams says the SuperDARN 
radar system allows scientists to cap- 
ture large-scale voltage readings from 
miles above the surface to examine 
what happens when solar wind reach- 
es Earth’s atmosphere. 

“We're trying to understand the phys- 
ics of the coupling between the solar 
wind, the Earth's magnetic fields and 
the upper atmosphere,” said McWil- 
liams. “Unfortunately, this time, be- 
cause of the operational problems, we 
couldn’t see anything,” 
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Review: Disney’s John 


Carter 


SIMON FALLON 


Sitting down in a theater usually 
makes people pretty excited; there are 
hushed conversations, snarckling (not 
a word, I realize this) of popcorn bags 
and usually at least one obnoxious 
person in the audience who feels the 
need to broadcast exactly how they 
feel to the entire theater. However, 
when I sat down in the IMAX 3D the- 
ater in Ancaster, the air felt ...lifeless, 
for lack of a better word. When I rose 
at the end of this two hour and ten 
minute extravaganza, the only word 
that comes to mind is inspired. 

Many science fiction flicks will at- 
tempt to lure an audience in with stun- 
ning vistas and a bold hero who isn't 
really backed by much character. This 
is exactly what John Carter (based on 
the beloved pulp novels by Edgar Rice 
Burroughs, Princess of Mars) does and 
it makes the movie. Taylor Kitsch who 
plays John Carter is bestowed with a 
humor dry enough for us to love him 
and an ability to make himself as two- 
dimensional as possible which makes 
the audience tend to want him slain by 
a Martian at some point or another. 

It was much more violent and gory 
than I anticipated from a Disney re- 
lease but it just shows what the big 
budget companies are capable of these 
days, and with a 250 million dollar 
budget, John Carter was bound to de- 
liver some unexpected things. 

If you're in the mood for an escape 
to another planet, get a glimpse at the 
world that inspired Lucas’s Star Wars 
and a little something to get the blood 
pumping, John Carter is definitely for 
you. I'd recommend the IMAX, al- 
though it does break the bank, it'll be 
worth it in the end due to the fact that 
half the beauty is in the details, and 
the details are immaculate in an extra 
dimension. 


FTA organizes 
fundraiser for 
His Majesty’s 
School in 


Ghana 


HEATHER RIPMEESTER 


If you visit Dr. Mary Ashun’s website 
you will see the proverb “It is better 
to be a lion for a day than a sheep for 
life.” According to her grandma, this 
proverb means that a short and event- 
ful life, filled with courage to seize the 
day is better than many days spent be- 
ing timid and waiting for great things 
to happen to you. This proverb aptly 
describes Dr. Ashun’s approach to life. 
From teaching education students at 
Redeemer, to writing children’s books, 
to building a school in Ghana, Dr. As- 
hun gives each of her projects her full 
attention. The Future Teacher’ts As- 
sociation at Redeemer chose to stand 
alongside Dr. Ashun this year and 
raise funds for His Majesty's School in 
Asamankese, Ghana - the school start- 
ed by Dr. Ashun. On Saturday, March 
2, 2012, the FTA organized a wonder- 
ful fundraising evening in support of 
His Majesty’s School. The event was 
held at the Meadowlands Christian 
Reformed Church and included a din- 
ner and a silent auction. With grati- 
tude, $3044.00 was raised. The high- 
light of the evening was a Ghanian 
meal including Jollof rice, chicken and 
salad. The meal was delicious. During 
the evening, Redeemer student Faith 
Juma sang several songs, Dr. Ashun 
provided an overview of His Majesty's 
School and Redeemer student Melissa 


Hogeboom shared her recent expe- 
riences in the Ghanian community. 
His Majesty's school began with the 
inspiration of Dr. Mary Ashun and 
her husband in 2009, and since then 
the project has been blessed. The land 
was purchased, the school structure 
built and literacy classes have started 
for adults in the community. Dr. As- 
hun shared that many of these adults 
walk 40 minutes or more to attend the 
school. Currently their oldest student 
is 90 years old. With hope and antici- 
pation, the school will host their first 
kindergarten students this Septem- 
ber.@ 


They now work in partnership with 
a ministry organization named Edu- 
Deo Ministries. According to their 
website, EduDeo Ministries is a Cana- 
dian, Christian mission organization 
serving children in developing coun- 
tries with quality education rooted 
in a Biblical worldview. If you would 
like to walk with Dr. Ashun and the 
community of Asamankese, then 
please visit the EduDeo website for 
more information. After all, a single 
bracelet definitely does not jingle ... 
it needs other bracelets to make a big 
difference! (Congo) 


SX Review: Snowboard 


RYAN SEBASTIAN 


The cliff is huge and the only sound 
is the howling wind. A thoroughly im- 
possible trick is pulled and as you land, 
a shockwave explodes outward and 
the music kicks back in. SSX is back. 
The last proper entry in the extreme 
snowboarding series was over seven 
years ago, too long for many fans, and 
EA Sports has done all it can to please 
old-hands as well as newcomers with 
this reboot. Bearing only a passing 
resemblance to actual snowboarding, 
SSX is more about managing boost, 
insane tricks and dodging obstacles 
while rocketing down the side of a 
mountain, 

SSX is about the interaction between 
the rider and the mountain and thus 
the action must be satisfying at a base 
level. Fortunately the physics engine 
is well implemented. Grinding and 
carving around corners is satisfying 
and the game never lags despite the 
huge areas and multiple riders. Boost- 
ing gives an impressive sense of speed 
and there is instant gratification for a 
properly landed jump. 

Another that is superbly 
implemented is the music, The many 
songs from different genres and mod 


feature 


ern artists are well picked, but the 
real star is EA’s “harmony” system. 
This dynamically 
any song to be in tune with the events 


program remixes 
onscreen and the unity of the graphics 
and sound makes every action all the 
more impressive. Learning the basics 
of the controls and how to effectively 
dominate the mountain can be a little 
trickier than expected, but there is a 
point where the gameplay clicks and 


the shredding is redoubled. To help 


players get to this moment of under- 
standing, a story mode exists and 
has the dual purpose of providing a 
lengthy tutoring to the mechanics and 
an introduction to the characters. 

The premise of SSX’s story mode is 
simple: it’s a race for the snowboard- 
ing team to conquer the “nine deadly 
descents” found around the world. 
The nine mountains are scattered 
around the world in areas modeled 
after real-world locations like Alaska, 
the Himalayas and the Alps. Each area 
has a few slopes building up to the 
deadly descent. These peaks include 
extra dangers, such as avalanches, 
crevasses and thin air, and have to be 
countered with the use of items like 
armour and oxygen masks. These ad- 
ditions, for the most part, are exciting 
and add tension. Of particular note is 
the added dynamic of a wingsuit, but 


not all are as cohesive overall. A few of 


the dangers seem tacked on or annoy- 
ing, like the tunnel vision from lack 
of oxygen or the pulse goggles, which 
are supposed to let you see through a 
blizzard, but in practice are disorient- 
ing. The story mode lasts about five to 
six hours and is a great introduction 
to the mechanics and provides some 
good opportunities to unlock the rid- 
ers and earn credits. After each run, 
credits are awarded for a variety of 
accomplishments and these credits 
can in turn be used to purchase new 
boards, suits or powerups. Credits and 
character progression is carried ovet 
into the online portion, and this see 
tion is where the real action lays. 
SSX’s multiplayer is an always on, 
asynchronous affair, where you can 
challenge any run at any time with any 
include standard 


gametype. Events 


races, tricking events and survival 
challenges and there are a plethora 
of events. There is a standard bronze- 
silver-gold goal for points or times set 
by the A.I., but SSX also brilliantly 
weaves in community elements. There 
is a system that tracks which runs your 
friends have better scores on and then 
adds point rewards for beating their 
scores. This can lead to some heated 
competitions and creates a great so- 
cial element. There is also a global 
mode, which contains events that take 
credits to enter and have thousands of 
participants. The entry fee is divided 
up among all players when the event 
closes and is based on their position in 
the group. The top few could vastly in- 
crease their investment, while the bot- 
tom tiers will barely make the entry 
fee back. It’s a neat twist on the multi- 
player formula and adds a lot of replay 
value. However it also underscores an 
issue, namely that most of the time 
you will have amassed a huge amount 
of credits, but have no new things that 
need purchasing. This removes some 
of the joy from raking in huge figures, 
but is a minor complaint. Another baf- 
fling issue is that there is no real-time 
multiplayer, either on or offline. If you 
want to face against your friends on 
the couch or race together, rather than 
just comparing times after the fact, 
something that the 
older entries did so well. 

SSX is packed with things to do, from 
beating your friends to mastering the 
slopes, there is an expansive amount of 


there is no option 


content for those inclined to complete 
everything and it is all well-polished. 
The graphics are clean, the music is 
dynamic, the gameplay is satisfying, 
and these elements are only slightly 


Series Revived 


tarnished by the gimmicky events and 
lack of traditional multiplayer options. 
SSX is about tricking off a helicopter 


to get infinite boost while listening to 
custom remixed music, and that plays 
as fun as it sounds. @ 
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Hamilton Art 
Crawl displays 
the scars of the 


city 


LAURA HEMING 


The easiest way to define a city is by 
what is seen: the abundant amounts 
of charcoal smoke that pours from the 
roofs of many buildings, the crowds 
upon crowds of people that push their 
way through to their next destination 
and the worn out buildings that stand 
with a not so perfect posture. With a 
recent urgency the world has for con- 
stantly updating and making things 
better, beauty is seemingly being 
defined as what is updated and bur- 
nished. Where down the line did the 
world seem to narrow the definition of 
beauty into newness rather than rustic 
oddity? What if there was a way to see 
things in a different light and to bring 
out those scars of the city and bring 
them to a new life. Is it merely a mat- 
ter of furnishing the broken or is it a 
change of perspective? 

Walking down the streets of Ham- 
ilton at the recent Art Crawl, it was 
made clear by the passion in the eyes 
of the artists that they had truly found 
joy in bringing the rough edges of the 
city to life. Art Craw] is a Hamilton tra- 
dition that happens the second week 
of each month on the lower city arte- 
rial road called James Street. It is a 
chance for artists in the area to keep 
their studios and shops open 
late for people to appreciate their art 
as well as a chance for musicians to 
perform. The pieces presented by the 
artists were very much a vision of tal- 
ent, but something that was even more 
noticeable was the obvious zeal from 
the artists. Their faces beamed as they 
jumped at each opportunity to explain 
their pieces to observers. 

A theme that seemed to shine 
through most of the pieces was a 
theme of the city life, but the strange 


thing was that these were not the typi- 
cal aspects of the city that are usually 
highlighted, but rather the grunginess 
and the apparent scars of the city. The 
ability to see the beauty in these places 
is something that is truly admirable. 
Displayed were paintings of life within 
the city, representations of what goes 
on in the minds of the common street 
person and many other intriguing per- 
spectives on things that we commonly 
look past. 

Art Crawl presents a new life to the 
city. It gives the creative population a 
night to shine and offer an unfamil- 
iar vibe to the people who walk the 
streets every day. It allows the streets 
that seem crowded and tattered in 
the daylight to show off their unique- 
ness in the night. As well as visual 
art, the local musical talents come to 
share melodic ideas and soulful lyrics, 
sometimes inviting others to join in 
with them, This is something that has 
always made art beautiful: the ability 
to bring people together, 

Beauty should be found in charac- 
ter, in finding quirks and recognizing 
uniqueness. This is something that is 
quite accurately embodied in the Fri- 
day night bustle of James Street Av- 
enue through this monthly tradition. 
It brings alive a culture of cultivated 
people and allows for an appreciation 
of the imperfections that give an ap- 
parent character to our city. It conveys 
an appreciation for those city scars 
which tell a story of where previous 
people of the city have been and what 
they have gone through, It is a story of 
revival and a vision of redemption. 


we 


On questions of 
David Koyzis on 


book 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


After seven years of on-and-off writ- 
ing and a host of harrying medical is- 
sues, Dr. David Koyzis has finally come 
to end of a long journey. The Professor 
of Political Science has recently com- 
pleted this, his second book in the field 
of power and politics. As a provisional 
title, Koyzis dubbed it “We Answer 
to Another: Authority, Office and the 
Image of God.” Recently, Koyzis took 
time out of his day to answer a few 
questions on his book and the journey 
here, the following presents several 
questions that were asked and his re- 
sponses: 


Q. How would you describe the basic 
premise? 

A. The basic premise is that author- 
ity is linked to our ereation in God's 
image. Authority, though related to 
power, is not the same as power, It is, 
rather, located in the central office of 
divine image-bearer, given us by God 
at creation, This office is further dis- 
persed into a variety of offices related 


to the several life callings God has giv- 
en us; we are at once husbands, wives, 
sons, daughters, mothers, fathers, 
teachers, students, elders, pastors, lay 
people, employers, employees, citizens 
and so forth. Furthermore, author- 
ity is not the opposite of freedom, as 
most people tend to assume. What we 
might label as the exclusive personal 
freedom to set our own goals and to 
live our lives as best we are able, is but 
one more type of authority which God 
has given us. 


Q. Where did the idea or inspiration 
for this book come from? 

A. I can’t pinpoint any single event 
that moved me in this direction, but 
it started when I was a graduate stu- 
dent at the University of Notre Dame 
in the 1980s. There I wrote my disser- 
tation on Catholic philosopher Yves R. 
Simon, who wrote extensively on the 
subject of authority, During my final 
year there, | taught a first-year semi- 
nar course on authority, In subsequent 
years, after my move to Redeemer, | 
would occasionally participate in on- 
line discussions about authority with 


colleagues at other North American 
universities. Out of these I became 
convinced that there were a lot of 
misconceptions about authority, most 
of which were rooted in the distorted 
political ideologies I treated in my first 
book. 


Q. Was there any motivation to write 
it based on what sort of questions stu- 
dents were asking or was it more based 
on research or personal leanings? 

A. Well, during my very first semes- 
ter at Redeemer, one of my students 
asked me what I thought of Max We- 
ber's three-fold division of traditional, 
legal and charismatic varieties of au- 
thority, I was at something of a loss to 
know how to respond. It's taken me a 
quarter of a century, but I think 1 fi- 
nally have an answer to his question! I 
hope he reads the book, 


Q. What kind of impact do you hope 
the book has? 

A. | hope it will get people to think 
more deeply about authority and the 
role it plays in their own lives and in 
the larger society. I've discovered in 


artwork by Redeemer alumnus Tyler VanHolst 
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authority: Q & A with Dr. 
his recently completed 


my research that most people who 
write appreciatively about authority 
are Christians of some sort who ac- 
knowledge their dependence on God. 
On the other hand, those who deny 
God are very likely in some fashion 
to reject authority as well, Except, of 
course, that it really is impossible to 
do so. If we make the attempt, we ef- 
fectively deny our own authority and 
indeed our very humanity as God's 
image-bearers, That's how important 
the issue of authority is, 


Q. What was the journey like in doing 
this work? How else did you use your 
sabbatical time? 

A. It was a long and difficult one, I 
will admit. It took me seven years to 
write my first book, “Political Visions 
and Illusions,” which just went into a 
fifth printing last August. It has taken 
me seven years to write this next book, 
During that time, I had to deal with a 
number of medical issues including a 
months-long environmental illness, 
depression, appendicitis and ec. dif- 
ficile. | didn't regain momentum until 
spring of 2010, but that was enough to 


carry me through the rest of the book, 
which I completed last autumn. 


As for what else I did during my 
sabbatical, 1 worked further on my 
thus far 25-year project versifying the 
psalms and arranging their proper 
Genevan tunes. See http://genevanp- 
salter.redeemer.ca where I've posted 
these songs. 


Q. Would you consider using the 
book in your classes (potentially as a 
textbook)? 

A. I think it would most obviously 
fit into the political science capstone 
course, Recent Political Theory, But 
the book really is interdisciplinary so 
it could be used profitably, | think, in 
other disciplines as well, such as phi- 
losophy, theology and the social sci- 
ences, 


I plan to submit the manuseript to a 
potential publisher probably during 
the forthcoming reading break. We'll 
see where it goes from there. @® 
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“Linsanity” conversation brings 
spirituality into contemporary athletics 


CONTRIBUTED IMAGE 


BRANDON RICHARDSON 


Tim Tebow broke the ice and Jeremy 
Lin carries the momentum. Christians 
tuned into the sports world are beam- 
ing as yet another Christian athlete 
steals the conversation. As the NFL 
season wrapped up, the NBA started 
up (after lockout troubles) and New 
York Knicks point guard Jeremy Lin 
found a quick spot light next to his 
brother in faith, Tim Tebow. 

Jeremy Lin has quite a different ca- 
reer from that of Tebow; having never 
been drafted, Lin now finds himself 
on an NBA roster. In high school Lin 
sent his resume (videos and stats) to 
many universities without any replies 
for scholarships. Universities offered 
him a walk-on position but would not 
help him financially. Harvard rec- 
ognized Lin's talent and his 4.2 GPA 
and offered him a spot on their team 
but again a scholarship was nonexis- 
tent. Upon graduating from Harvard, 
Lin was able to work his way into a 
mini-camp with the Dallas Mavericks. 
Undrafted Lin made the Golden State 
Warriors lineup due to his impressive 
summer play, but soon found himself 
sent down to the NBA development 
league. This occurred three times dur- 
ing his time with the Golden State 
Warriors. 

Despite Jeremy Lin's persistence 
with the sport he loved, the Warriors 
waived his contract due to an injury, 
making room for another player. Lin 
was then acquired by the Houston 
Rockets but waived again to free up 
salary space for another player. Fi- 
nally Lin was claimed off of waivers by 
the New York Knicks. 

Upon arriving to the Knicks, Jeremy 
Lin began fighting for a backup spot 
on the team. After narrowly making 
the roster and being sent down to the 
development league, Lin finally found 
his chance to make a statement in the 
NBA. With a handful of injuries and a 
losing record the New York Knicks, in 
a moment of desperation, sent Lin out 


to prove himself on the court. Lin im- 
mediately began outplaying NBA all- 
stars. He led his team to victory in the 
first seven games he played, and began 
breaking records and outplaying the 
opposition with ease. 

This outspoken Christian, who was 
undrafted and could be found sleep- 
ing on his brother's couch during his 
Knicks debut, finally got his break 
when the New York Knicks signed 
him. Jeremy Lin’s story is fascinat- 
ing and quite miraculous from every 
angle. 

Jeremy Lin began to make key plays 
which led to come back victories for 
the Knicks and earned him the spot 
light. As more and more Christians 
got a hold of his story they began to 
promote him and his faith. Lin is quite 
outspoken about his faith and is eas- 
ily taking the reins from Tebow during 
the spring athletic season. Lin has said 
in interviews that his goal is to become 
a pastor who is able to head-up non- 
profit organizations. 

An interesting perspective has 
emerged from this whole spectacle, 
While many Christians have support- 
ed the likes of Tim Tebow and Jeremy 
Lin, there are those in the faith who 
are actually crying “Stop!” One influ- 
ential pastor in New York, U.S. actu- 
ally said that we need to stop lifting up 
these Christian athletes, as if we are 
surprised that they are where they are. 
Interestingly, the pastor wonders why 
Christians make it seem like this is the 
first time a Christian has been able to 
become so accomplished. 

This is a very interesting point. As I 
wrote before in the online article about 
Tim Tebow, I believe it is important for 
these athletes to share something that 
is different while they are in the spot- 
light. I do agree with the pastor from 
New York as well though, we need to 
stop acting surprised when a brother 
or sister succeeds in what they do. 

Due to the constantly degrading 
lifestyle of those in major leagues, I 
believe it is important to have discus- 


sions about our outspoken brothers 
and sisters who find themselves with 
such opportunity. I believe that it is 
our responsibility to hold them up in 
prayer and to support them in any way 
we can. We are seeing Christian ath- 
letes who are willing to go against the 
flow, representing Christ and reflect- 
ing His image. A city on a hill cannot 
be hidden. 

Jeremy Lin is a success story and 
continues to make his mark on the 
NBA. We must raise these athletes up 
in prayer, continually being reminded 
of those mentioned in Proverbs 1:11. 
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Toronto 


fires 


head coach 
Ron Wilson 


BRANDON RICHARDSON 


March 2, 2012 marks the day that 
the Toronto Maple Leafs fired their 
Ron Wilson. Brian Burke 
brought in Randy Carlyle who was 


head coach 


recently fired from his previous team 
Carlyle and 
Burke are familiar with their positions 


and out of a position 
as they won the cup together while un 
der the Anaheim Ducks in 2007. The 
move comes after an uprising from 
commentators, fans and Don Cherry 
Che Leaf 
a change in leadership and Ron Wil 
Ron Wilson has had 

track 


coaching in the NHI 


decided that it was time for 


on got the boot 


a fairly impressive record while 
only missing out 
on the playoffs with the Toronto Ma 
ple Leafs 


promising for half the 


roronto, who looked fairly 
eason and was 
looking for a playoff spot has missed 
the playoffs for the past three years 
Ron Wilson and was headed 
The truth is that 


loronto needed a change. Leaf Nation 


under 


for their fourth miss 


recognized the need for change; the 


fans who chanted for Ron Wilson to be 
fired got what they wanted. But was 
firing Ron Wilson a good idea? There 
was an out lash in the days following 
the firing of Ron Wilson. Arguments 
on either side of the spectrum could be 
heard loud and clear. Maybe Toronto 
made the right decision and a lead 

ership change is what they needed. | 
believe there is more work to be done 
than just firing the head coach; pet 

haps the Leafs should consider the fu 

ture of a few players they are currently 
trying to build on. Whatever the case 
may be, hockey capital of the world 
has still not won a Stanley Cup since 
1967 and is due to make the playoffs 
any time now. Hopes were high this 
year in making the playoffs. We may 
have to wait another year 

Listen to Don Cherry, get some GTH 
Lers out there Burke! qD 
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Indoor track 
comes to view 
as potential 
OCAA sport 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


There’s something about running 
around a colourful 200m indoor oval 
that gets to me. It’s not unlike outdoor 
track; yet it’s definitely not the same 
thing. Without wind, heat or the men- 
tal game of running an extra 200m per 
lap, indoor track season seems to lend 
itself to fast times for fit athletes. 

Recently, the OCAA has toyed with 
the idea of mirroring the OUA and 
adding indoor track as a sanctioned 
winter sport in the college system. Al- 
ready having deepening cross country 
fields, the OCAA would market indoor 
track largely as an extension of the fall 
runner's racing season. 

Michael Lavigne who is the head 
coach of the George Brown Huskies 
Cross Country Team recently hosted 
a pioneering meet for OCAA runners 
at Scarborough’s Variety Village. The 
meet was marketed as an extramural 
event as was well attended by varsity 
cross-country runners from a num- 
ber of Ontario schools. Although only 
involved in the creation of one meet, 
Lavigne has been instrumental in the 
push for the inclusion of indoor track 
as a sport. “I believe that there is great 
potential for indoor track to succeed 
within the OCAA,” says Lavigne. “I 
feel that indoor track would only make 
cross-country that much stronger and 
vice versa.” 

As Redeemer’s Athletic Director 
(Dave Mantel) points out, “The big- 
gest obstacle is the budgets. Many 
post-secondary institutions are not 
seeing growth in student numbers and 
the athletic budgets are based largely 
on the overall enrollment. If those 
numbers do not increase, they would 
have to make cuts to another program 
in order to make room for a track sea- 
son.” 

With larger schools like Humber, 
Fanshawe and George Brown, cost 
may not be as much of an issue. “I 
haven't come across many obstacles 
so far,” says Lavigne. “My athletic 
department has been completely sup- 
portive of the idea of indoor track be- 
coming a sport.” As a rather low-cost 
sport, indoor track does have its perks. 
Equipment is minimal (runners use 
their cross country singlets), coaching 
is already established and scheduling 
is simple (four or five league meets). 

In actuality, what seems to be the 
largest complication is facility avail- 
ability. Lavigne observes, “Facilities 
might be a factor in the genesis of the 
sport as no college in Ontario has a 
6-lane 200m indoor track. However, 
currently there are 18 colleges that 
participate in cross-country and of 
those at least 11 have indoor track fa- 
cilities in their cities or close by. My 

team over the past five winters has 
trained at the University of Toronto.” 

Seeing as many varsity cross country 
runners currently compete in QUA and 

club meets on their own throughout 
the winter, it seems natural to think 
the OCAA could start by piggybacking 
into a handful of open meets within 
the Ontario university circuit. “If in- 
door was to become a sport, I'd imag- 
ine we would set a schedule of four to 
five meets in which we'd participate in 


some university races (Windsor, Lon- 
don, Toronto),” says Lavigne. “Then 
we would hold our own OCAA Indoor 
Championships the same day as OUA 
Championships.” 

Looking to the future, the expected 
timetable for indoor track, according 
to Mantel, is 2 to 3 years. He says, 
“There has been some talk between 
OCAA cross country coaches about 
a track season in the OCAA as a way 
to keep the runners training all year. 
The concept was well received by ath- 
letic directors, but at this point there 
are many details that need to be dis- 
cussed.” Lavigne himself holds out 
a bit more optimism for the prompt 
launch of the sport, “I could possibly 
see it happen as early as next year. But, 
ideally I would like to see indoor as a 
full sport within the next five years.” 

Having an indoor track program 
within the OCAA would also help to 
recruit top-level athletes who plan on 
competing year-round, Without a win- 
ter-semester racing season, the OCAA 
has eschewed its fair share of high-end 
distance runners who've opted for uni- 
versity or club teams. “That could be a 
major factor in them choosing college 
over university,” says Lavigne. 

From a training perspective, having 
the racing sharpness that’s generally a 
product of indoor would be a big ben- 
efit to runners across the OCAA. “I 
think having our cross country runners 
training all year is important and this 
is one way to keep them motivated, so 
[like it a lot,” says Mantel. “On the one 
hand, our budgets are tight ... on the 
other hand, indoor track would come 
with a small price tag and is essentially 
an extension of our cross country pro- 
gram, so it would not be as difficult as 
adding a larger team sport like rugby 
or hockey or a more expensive sport 
like golf or curling.” 

As Lavigne remarks, the goal of hav- 
ing a full indoor track season in the 
OCAA is only in its infancy right now, 
but the potential is there. The sport is 
well-supported by coaches and direc- 
tors, well-attended by athletes and 
rather cheap as far as sports go these 
days. For Lavigne, the most important 
thing will be “Pitching the idea at the 
OCAA Annual General Meeting in May 
and getting the backing of four other 
schools (five schools are required to 
support and participate in order for a 
sport to get started). I am hopeful that 
the support will be there.” 

Provided that it is, runners could be 
on their way to an OCAA-specific in- 
door track season as early as a year or 
two away. “Looking 10 years into the 
future, I'd like to see the OCAA have 
established a competitive cross coun- 
try and indoor season that rivals the 
OUA. This, as well as developing in- 
door track across the CCAA and hav- 
ing a National Championship.” @ 
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Redeemer Royals 


Badminton Team 


Ranked #12 in Canada 


PETER REID 


It's only been three years since Re- 
deemer returned to OCAA varsity bad- 
minton and the program couldn't have 
asked for a better start. After it’s most 
successful season since it was reintro- 
duced at Redeemer in 2009-2010, the 
Royals are being rewarded with a Na- 
tional Ranking. 

As of Saturday, the season has come 
to an end for Redeemer’s Badminton 
players but their is still a lot to cele- 
brate. After a successful OCAA Region- 


al Championship, the Royals followed 
it up with an impressive showing at 
the OCAA Provincial Championships. 
The women’s doubles team of Janelle 
Koopmans and Katherine Harvey 
captured the bronze medal while 
women’s singles players Katie Roth 
and Julie Koopmans finished 4th and 
6th respectively. Because of the men’s 
and women’s 2nd place finish as a 
team at the Regional Championships, 
along with the results of the Provincial 
Championships, Redeemer’s Badmin- 
ton Team is ranked as the #12 team in 
Canada. 


This is Redeemer’s second National 
Ranking of the season and the first 
time ever that Redeemer has had two 
teams ranked Nationally in Canada in 
the same season. The Women’s Cross 
Country team was ranked #13 in Oc- 
tober. Redeemer’s last and highest 
ranking before this season was dur- 
ing, the 2009-2010 season when the 
Men's Volleyball team was ranked #4 
in Canada. @ 


Royals Men’s Volley- 
ball Qualifies for 3rd 
Consecutive Provincial 
Championship 


The Redeemer Royals Men's Volley- 
PETER REID 


ball team has qualified for its grd con- 
secutive OCAA Provincial Champion- 
ships. After a regular season of both 
highs and lows, the men’s team will 
head to North Bay on a high after de- 
feating the Loyalist Lancers in a 5 set 
thriller this past Saturday, The game 
was a playoff match with the winner 
advancing to the final 8 Provincial 
Championships and the loser having 
their season come to an end. 

The match proved to be an all out 
battle between the 14-6 Lancers and 
the 10-8 Royals. Redeemer went into 
the match with a 5-4 record on the 
road while Loyalist was a comfortable 


9-1 at home, Loyalist took the first set 
25-21 before Redeemer took control 
of the match winning the second and 
thirds sets 25-20 and 25-19. The home 
team did not back down however as 
they tied it up at 2-2 backed by a home 
crowd and a 25-22 win. Fortunately 
for the Royals, they took away the 
Lancers momentum early in the fifth 
and deciding set by going up 8-2. Re- 
deemer held onto the lead and a 15-12 
win and a spot at next week's Provin- 
cial Championships. 

Dave Klomps continued his all-star 
like season with 19 points off of 15 
kills, 1 ace, and 3 blocks. However, it 
was the tandem of Redeemer middles 
who did the majority of the damage to 
the Loyalist defense as Aaron Vander 
Lugt had 13 points and Christian Van- 
derGeest had 12, Josh Lappala had a 


game high 22 points for Loyalist. 

The Men's Volleyball team qualified 
last year for the Provincial Champion- 
ships with an 8-10 record after defeat- 
ing Loyalist in the 2010-2011 cross- 
over match, The Men's team went on 
to defeat the #1 ranked Sheridan Bru- 
ins in the opening game of the Cham- 
pionships and did not lose a match un- 
til the finals against Humber College. 
The Royals will get a very early chance 
at revenge this year as they face the 
#1 ranked Humber Hawks in their 
opening match at this years Champi- 
onships. Their opening match takes 
place Thursday at 3pm. @ 
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| didn’t watch 
The Oscars 


Biggest Hollywood Event of the Year 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 
CROWN REPORTER 


I have never watched the Oscars. 
Until ten minutes before writing this 
article, I wasn't even sure what the 
awards were for. After a brief perusal 
of the Oscars’ website, I quickly real- 
ized I had never watched any of the 
movies that received awards and had 
heard of only a few of the actors and 
actresses, 

Since Sunday, however, I have sat 
through countless discussions about 
the Oscars. I smiled and nodded at 
what seemed to be the right times and 
became particularly proud of myself 
when I actually recognized a name, 
wondering all the while what on earth 
was so incredibly interesting about 
this annual ceremony. 

As somebody totally separated from 
the world of celebrities by choice, this 
still remains a mystery to me. If I knew 
who these actors were and what these 


YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE! 
THE CR@@WN 


movies were about, I might be inter- 
ested in spending a Sunday evening 
curled up on the couch with some 
friends to see if any of my favourite ac- 
tors or movies won the coveted Oscar. 
As it is, I'd rather just pop in one of 
my favourite movies — most of which 
never had any chance of winning this 
award. Learning which movies won 
the Oscars has not altered what Sun- 
day evening movie I would choose. 

After learning that The Artist had 
won best picture, best leading actor, 
best directing, best costume design 
and best music, I still had no partic- 
ular desire to see this film. Although 
I agree that the return of silent films 
could be an exciting turn in the movie 
industry, I don’t think that I would 
have enough patience to sit through 
over an hour of fast music and over 
emphasized facial expressions. 

I had the same reaction when | 
learned that Iron Lady won best lead- 
ing actress and best make up. As a 
dramatic biography of the first female 


Ils Redeemer athletics 
letting students down? 


AARON VEDDER 


If you have ever gone to cheer ona 
Redeemer'’s varsity sports team, you 
know just how big a community event 
the Redeemer athletics department 
provides, The 2010 OCAA volleyball 
championships was an incredible 
event, with a packed gym of Redeem- 
er students screaming their heads off 
in support of their varsity athletes. 
This year’s major sporting experience 
was seeing the outdoor soccer teams 
play on our brand new field, another 
huge community event. 

Our Academic Calendar says “Ath- 
letics ... provides every student with 
the opportunity to get involved and 
stay active.” But does it? Sure, cheer- 
ing on our varsity teams definitely 
gets us involved, but what about 
the stay active part? The Academic 
Calendar lists competitive club sports 
and intramural and extramural sports 
as other opportunities for Redeemer 
students to get involved in if they 
don’t want to put in the huge time 
commitment that varsity athletes 
admirably put forward. As Brandon 
Richardson's article in last month’s 
Crown points out, Axel Hiemstra is 
doing an excellent job organizing in- 
tramurals this year; they are another 
opportunity for Redeemer students to 
get involved and stay active. But what 
about those in-between athletes? The 
ones who want to “compete against 
teams from other colleges without 
the time and skill demands of varsity 
athletes,” as the Academic Calendar 
describes under the extramural head- 


ing? on 

I have participated in several extra- 
mural tournaments during my time 
at Redeemer. In my first year, I went 
to a Christian college tournament. 


Tryouts were held, organized by an 
unpaid student who also played on 
the team. In my second year, the only 
reason tryouts were held for the same 
annual tournament was because a 
student was proactive in asking the 
athletics department when it was 
being held (incidentally, it was held 
barely a week after she asked). This 
year, I have competed in two tourna- 
ments hosted by Redeemer in the new 
soccer dome. They were well-orga- 
nized and fun soccer tournaments to 
compete in, organized by newly-hired 
Caell Huyer who also supplied the 
two Redeemer teams with jerseys so 
that we could be official representa- 
tives of our school. There was also a 
third tournament held at Heritage 
Bible College which Redeemer was 
also registered in, 

It would seem that Redeemer athlet- 
ics is doing a better job this year of 
providing opportunities for athletes 
to participate in this level of competi- 
tion. However, it should also be noted 
that the trend of students needing to 
be active in the process continues. 
Specific students have taken charge 
of putting a team together for all 
three soccer extramural tournaments. 
These students have done a good job 
of finding enough players to play, as 
well as organizing rides to and from 
the Heritage tournament. However, is 
that really a responsibility that should 
be placed on one or two unpaid stu- 
dents when it is the athletic depart- 
ment’s vision to provide opportunities 
for all skill levels? 

It is important to note that at all 
level of inter-collegiate play, students 
have the to represent 
Redeemer and perhaps even be wit- 
nesses to the community. However, 
at the Heritage tournament, the 


extramural soccer team was denied 
access to Redeemer jerseys, some- 
thing which would have been key in 
identifying ourselves as Redeemer’s 
representatives, 

Perhaps the most telling evidence 
of athletics’ limited ability to provide 
equal opportunity for athletes is 
found in Redeemer’s hockey team, 
offered as a competitive club sport. In 
the Academic Calendar, the athletics 
department boasts that the hockey 
team “is filled with rich tradition 
and is an integral part of Redeemer 
athletics.” If this is true, then why 
did athletics decide that each hockey 
player must pay a $75 fee in order to 
take advantage of this “integral part 
of Redeemer athletics”? This is the 
first year that athletics has charged 
its players such a fee, something 
unique to the hockey team. Perhaps 
it is not all about winning, and just 
maintaining the status quo. After 
all, if winning records were what Re- 
deemer Athletics measured its worth 
by, our varsity teams would have a 
very different look. As a student of 
Redeemer, I understand that this is 
not true, but in the interest of fairness 
and student interest, Hockey and Soc- 
cer, among other extramural sports, 
should receive more than the minimal 
financial and official support that are 
currently endowed to them. 

Sport has the opportunity to tran- 
scend its physical purpose and allow 
its players to further the Redeemer 
name to the community around us. 
More specifically, Redeemer athletics 
has many outlets they could use to do 

just this. Why isn’t Redeemer athlet- 
ics providing equal opportunity for 
its students to not only be active, but 
to represent our school in a positive 
way? & 


British Prime Minister, this movie 
could be interesting to see. If I do de- 
cide to see it at some point, my choice 
will probably be based more on this 
fact than the fact that the make up was 
well done. 

Furthermore, analyzing a movie for 
myself is one of my favourite parts of 
watching a movie. I love to sit through 
a movie, taking note of the acting, mu- 
sic, cinematography, and costumes. 
This is how I decide for myself which 
movies I love and which I will prob- 
ably watch only once. 

Granted, those who watch the Os- 
cars are probably also very interested 
in movies and have seen most of the 
films that have been nominated for 
the awards. However, in an industry 
that is so geared towards entertain- 
ment, why does the opinion of a group 
of famous judges validate or nullify 
my opinion of these movies? Does the 
fact that The Help was also up for best 
picture but was beaten by The Artist 
mean that when I’m given the choice, 


I will choose to watch The Artist over 
The Help? Apparently it also has bet- 
ter costumes, better music and better 
actor (leading actor, anyway; The Help 
has the better supporting actress). Yet, 
even knowing this, if I were to be given 
the choice between these two movies, I 
would choose to watch The Help. 


I realize that the awards are not the 
only exciting part of the Oscars. There 
are also small competitions among 
friends, thank you speeches and 
fashionable clothing. All this comes 
together to form the biggest night 
in Hollywood for an entire year, and 
watching this and catching up on all 
the celebrity gossip can be interest- 


ing. 


Over the past week, I have found 
myself wishing that I had watched the 
Oscars. Despite the facts that I don’t 
care about the judges’ opinions about 
the movies, I am not a fan of the ac- 
tors and actresses who are receiving 


We are looking to fill the 


following positions: 


is looking for the next generation of 


Journalists, Artists, Photographers, 
Computer Savants, and Writers 


Grphis Eclitor 


Layout Editor 


Dagital Editor 


Managing Editor 
Copy Editor 
Staff Reporters 


or presenting awards, I'd rather shop 
for sun dresses than analyze fashion- 
able gowns and I get bored listening to 
long speeches, I do love participating 
in conversations with my friends. 


There is a certain, important social 
aspect to being one of the people who 
know what happened at the Oscars. 
As I said earlier, I have sat through 
countless discussions about the Os- 
cars, contributing little besides a 
smile. The movie industry is a huge 
part of today’s entertainment. Even 
though I don’t claim to be a movie fa- 
natic, I do watch movies on occasion 
because they are a wonderful way to 
pass time when I’m too tired or bored 
to do anything else. And therefore, I 
suppose it is logical that movies and 
their participants would occupy some 
of daily conversation. 


If you are interested, 
please apply with a 
statement of interest, and 
a list of any relevant 
experience or courses to: 
editor@thecrown.ca 
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Editorial: The student/Senate stalemate 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Today, March 16, marks the close of 
Senate elections. The verdict? Most of 
the student body couldn’t care less. 
Realistically, Senate elections weren't 
really worth being interested in 

this year. There were no competing 
candidates, no clever campaigns and 
no scandalous advertising endorse- 
ments. It’s no surprise that only 201 
students, which is barely a quarter of 
the student body, took the time to an- 
swer the comically sobering question 
on the election ballots: “should this 
person be on Senate? Yes or No.” 
Apparently those 201 students were 
pleased with the available candidates, 
since every one of them was “elected” 
to be a part of Senate for the 2012- 

13 academic year. But with only a 
quarter of the student body actually 
casting their votes, I can hardly call 
that an accurate representation. 
Now, I commend these four elected 
students for their dedication. First 
year student, Hannah Giles was 
elected as Vice President of Student 
Affairs; third year Nathan Verbaan 
was re-elected Vice President of Fi- 
nance; second year Danica Thomsen 
was elected Vice President of Com- 
munications; and second year Holly 
Czepek was approved as SASC Chair. 
These senators are enthusiastic to 
take up the torch. 

However, GenSen, Activities Chair 


and Senate President positions cur- 
rently remain unfilled. Until earlier 
this week, there wasn’t even a candi- 
date running for Senate President. 

It needs to be made clear that I'm 

not criticizing the Senators who have 
stepped up to fill these positions. 
Jared VanHuizen, the entering-third- 
year student who will likely assume 
Senate presidency, is probably very 
aware of the difficult work he is 
undertaking: he does, after all, have 
two years of Senate experience, But 
the real question is how aware are 
the rest of us about the tasks that our 
Senators perform? 

As many of you will have noticed, 

the email Dr. Krygsman circulated 
amongst Redeemer’s community 
outlining the 2012-13 tuition cited 
our current Senate president, Esther 
Cubitt, as being involved in the 
discussions about Redeemer’s budget. 
She sits as the student representative 
on the Board of Governors. She is the 
chairperson and CEO of Senate and 
therefore also represents Redeemer’s 
student governing body in broader 
Canadian post-secondary and Hamil- 
ton community affairs. 

Senate, in its entirety, meets weekly 
to ensure Redeemer’s student govern- 
ment runs smoothly, They manage 

a budget of over $100 000, which is 
distributed towards clubs, events and 
various honourariums. Senate funds 
the Minstrel, the yearbook and The 
Crown. Redeemer's rugby team was 
made possible by Senate’s approval. 


They assist with the cost of the spring 
banquet. They have funded the white 
and bright dance. They have made 
the Hamilton Mission Trip possible. 
These are students who have given 

up time and energy to serve the Re- 
deemer student body. The senate fees 
every Redeemer student pays as a 
part of their student enrollment helps 
to finance all of these. This fee also 
pays the Senators’ honourariums, So 
why is it that the student body doesn’t 
care? 

Fourth year business and accounting 
student, Joel Span, comments that 
there is a disconnect between the 
senior students and their younger 
counterparts. 

“The upper year students do not know 
who the younger candidates are and 
younger students do not know who 
the upper level candidates are.” 

But this begs the question of student 
ignorance. If students don’t know 
who the candidates are, it is their 

job as the voting public to make 
themselves aware. And what is Senate 
doing, besides organizing a poorly 
attended campaign speech event, to 
make students truly aware of their 
platforms? Apparently advertis- 

ing “we'll bring dessert” on posters 
around the academic building isn’t 
doing the job. 


_ Still, from what I can glean, the 


problem isn’t restricted to Senate 
elections. Students this year are gen- 
erally apathetic to being involved in 
campus activities. Hotspot attendance 


has been down this year - only twenty 
students showed up for the most 
recent one. Twelve students came out 
to the Senate hosted “Ukraine night.” 
Sign up for this year’s spring banquet 
is down from last year. And with little 
to no feedback on campus events, 
Senate members are confused. Why is 
the student body so apathetic? 
Ultimately, apathy is governed by a 
greater power: the popularity and 
self-image centered culture to which 
we subscribe. We tend to do what 
makes us look good in the eyes of our 
peers, and a study done by economist 
Patricia Funk regarding voting has 
proved that, no matter how easy the 
voting process is, the general public 
is less inclined to do so if there is no 
incentive. But what is this incentive? 
“To go to the polls only to be seen 
handing in the vote” she writes. “The 


motivation could be hope for social 


esteem, benefits from being perceived 
as a cooperator or just the avoidance 
of informal sanctions. Since in small 
communities, people know each 
other better and gossip about who 


fulfills civic duties and who doesn't, 
the benefits of norm adherence are 
particularly high in [small] types of 
community.” 

How does it relate to student govern- 
ing bodies? 

“I vote because the ballot is located 
directly in front of the Student Senate 
office in the middle of the hall,” says 
Steven Adema, forth year science 
major. “Voting is a very conspicu- 


ous activity; I vote to meet the social 
pressure to fulfill my ‘civic duty.’ As I 
vote, people walk by and see that I am 
an active member of the Redeemer 
community.” 
It seems that Student Senate and the 
student body are in a stalemate of 
apathy. Students are not interested 
in running for Senate because they 
either don’t take Senate seriously or 
they don’t care enough to be involved 
in the cynical popularity contest that 
Senate has found itself to be a part 
of. Senate is trying to rebuild their 
superficial image regardless of stu- 
dent disinterest. Try as they may, it 
isn’t causing the student body to care 
more. It’s a regular Catch 22. 
“Ultimately, do we really care who is 
on Senate?” asks Span. “I would hope 
so, to a certain degree, but a lack of 
knowledge about what Senate does 
has led to a general apathy towards 
them.” 
I’m convinced that no one side is 
more at fault for this than the other. 
Political human nature is at odds 
with sociological human nature, 
and apathy sits right in the middle. 
Student Senate won't function as an 
authentic representation of the Re- 
deemer students until more students 
care, and students won't care until 
Student Senate starts representing 
the student body more consistently. 
And honestly, I don’t know if there is 
a solution. 
But at least now we've talked about it. 


& 


Post-recession, it’s an ‘uphill battle’ for 
young people seeking jobs: study 


Network, volunteer to start your career, say experts 


SARAH DESHAIES 
CUP 
QUEBEC BUREAU CHIEF 


MONTREAL (CUP) — With 2012 
convocation only weeks away, future 
graduates are looking at a grim job 
market as young workers have been 
the worst affected by the past reces- 
sion, according to a recent study by 
TD Economics. 

The 2008 recession hit young work- 
ers hard: workers under 25 held more 
than half of the 430,000 jobs that 
were lost over the recession, though 
they represent one-sixth of the labour 
force. 

Those between the ages of 20 and 24 
have fared better than those in the 15 
to 19 bracket, but job recovery is still 
dismal for all young workers though 
the recession has ended. And 175,000 
young workers have left the labour 
market since the start of the recession 
— meaning they just stopped looking. 
Youth unemployment now stands at 
14.5 per cent, double that of the regu- 
lar population. 

This is a trend that accompanies eco- 
nomic slowdowns, said Francis Fong, 
economist and author of the study, 
pointing to similar situations in the 
‘80s and ‘90s. 

“Young people have always taken the 
brunt of these economic downturns,” 
explained Fong. 

“The challenges that this generation 
faces are unique in that .., not only are 


you facing competition from your own 
age cohort [and] people who lost their 
jobs during the recession ... you're 
facing competition from a lot of older 
workers who are now retired.” 

Though Canada’s baby boom gen- 
eration has just started to hit 65, many 
older workers are either returning 
from or delaying retirement to remain 
in the workforce. There has even been 
a “surge” in job creation for older 
workers post-recession, as 400,000 
new jobs overall have been created for 
workers over 25 since before the re- 
cession began. 

Leanne Ashworth, co-ordinator of 
the Concordia Student Union Housing 


and Job Bank said many graduates 
return for help, desperately seeking 
work. “We ask them, ‘What do you 
want to do?’ And they'll say, ‘Any- 
thing.” 

To Iris Unger, these dismal numbers 
also echo what she sees as executive 
director of Youth Employment Ser- 
vices (YES), a career and business re- 
source centre in Montreal. 

“There's a lot of young people out of 
work, and we're seeing a lot more of 
them at the centre,” said Unger, who 
says pressure to find a job post-gradu- 
ation from family and friends can take 
a mental toll on job seekers. “We're 
seeing a big increase in young people 


getting stressed about the employ- 
ment situation.” 

Recently, the federal government 
slashed $6.5 million in funding for 
youth summer job programs, closing 
down job centres and moving many 
resources online. The office of Human 
Resources Minister Diane Finley de- 
fended the decision, saying that young 
people they surveyed said they were 
seeking out information online rather 
than at centres. 

Unger criticized this justification, 
saying that the government should 
have also consulted resources like 
YES, and not just students. Hunting 
online for jobs is not a sure-fire way to 
get hired, she said. 

And it will likely take a few more 
years before the labour market re-bal- 
ances itself. Past studies have shown 
that it can take up to 10 years for young 
workers to regain their footing in the 
economy after a recession, according 
to Fong. And those who graduate in a 
recession stand to earn less income, a 
gap that only closes several years on. 

Overall, “it’s not easy for young peo- 
ple to make it these days,” Fong con- 
ceded, So what does a young person 
with a newly-minted diploma do? 

Having a online resume, like a Linke- 
din account, is a good call, but don't 
job hunt exclusively online. Instead of 
emailing out dozens of faceless CVs, 
make yourself known to potential em- 
ployers by using “hidden connections” 
like networking, volunteering and in- 


The views presented do not necessarily represent the opinions of 


ternships. 

“People need to be trying as many 
different things as possible and hav- 
ing face-to-face connections with em- 
ployers instead of just firing things off 
on the Internet and never talking to 
someone,” Ashworth explained. 

“The main way to get a job is through 
networking, which means getting out 
of the house,” Unger agreed. 

One option is to offer to volunteer a 
few hours a week to get your foot in 
the door and gain experience, while 
supporting yourself at another job, 

Unger added that it’s also crucial to 
find a supportive network of family 
and friends so you don't sink into a 
funk. 

And if you don't find your dream 
job straight out of school? The re- 
port warns that not finding work after 
graduation “erodes a graduate’s skills 
and competitive edge,” and can lead 
to people taking “lesser” jobs, taking a 
hit to their income over the years. 

Sometimes, it's okay to settle for 
what you can get, according to Ash- 
worth, but it’s also important to keep 
your eye on the prize. 

“Find a survival job, keep your spirits 
up and try to focus on the long-term 
search, as well,” saod Ashworth. “Don't 
feel like you're stuck there forever, but 
get your needs met first.” @® 
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Chaplain’s Corner |Trusting God 
Conditionally 


ROB POWELL 


WAITING 


I waited patiently for the LORD; he 
turned to me and heard my cry (Ps. 
40: 1). 


I waited for the Lord. What is David 
saying? No doubt he is aware that God 
is everywhere. But he is clearly refer- 
ring to a sense of God’s personal pres- 
ence, His attention, if you will. 

In both the Old and New Testa- 
ments, there is clearly a theology of 


Divine Presence. This means where 
God manifests himself in a tangible 
sense that is apparent to His people. 
Further, this Presence is connected to 
His Name. 


That is the idea behind the Temple 
and the Tabernacle. There is a process 
of increasing refinement where we 
come before Him with empty hands 
and open hearts. We encounter His 
life transforming Presence. 

Indeed, the idea of waiting for the 
Lord is a powerful theme. And it runs 
counter to our culture’s demand for 
instant gratification. Waiting can be a 
difficult task when every bone in our 
impatient body is straining for action. 

Waiting is not for the passive. It takes 
discipline and effort and persistence. 

Waiting can take different forms. 
There is the kind of waiting I do at traf- 
fic lights, or in the dentist's office, or 
at the store. It is generally disengaged 
and not particularly productive. 

But there is another kind of waiting. 
When I lived in Vancouver, I would 
walk by a house every evening where 
a little dog would peer out from a win- 
dow in the door, its body straining and 
its face mashed up against the glass. 
It was waiting for its master, with fo- 
cused, persistent anticipation. 

One evening I saw its master walking 
down the street towards the house. 


I was not surprised at the outcome. 
There was an explosion of joyful yelp- 
ing and one very happy dog. 

We press in. We wait. For what? 
Well, for “more” of Him, however He 
makes Himself tangible to us. 

Is this ‘mysticism’? No, it is actually 
Theism. It is the belief that He is real, 
alive, personal and that he engages 
His people. It is the belief that the 
New Covenant is even more dynamic 
than the Old. It is the belief that we 
have a new and better covenant as His 
sons and daughters who are recipients 
of His own Spirit. It is the belief that 
when we answer Jesus’ call to come to 
Him that He is truly there to encoun- 
ter. And it means that we may need to 
do it intentionally with persistent, fo- 
cused anticipation. 

Jesus calls us to come to Him. What- 
ever it may take. @ 


The man behind Narnia: 
Dr. J. Bowen’s lecture 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 
CROWN REPORTER 


March 7, 2012 brought together a 
group of individuals interested in the 
life and work of the famous author 
C.S. Lewis. Dr. John Bowen gave an 
enlightening speech on Lewis’ life and 
tied it together with the analysis of the 
Chronicles of Narnia. 

Dr. John Bowen is a professor of 
evangelism at Wycliffe College in To- 
ronto, as well as an author of many 
books including “The Spirituality of 
Narnia Evangelism for Normal Peo- 
ple,” and “Growing Up Christian.” Dr. 
Bowen says that during his writing 
and studies, C.S. Lewis was the most 
influential person in his life. Dr. Bow- 
en is a clear and witty speaker, making 
this evening enjoyable even for those 
who may not share his enthusiasm for 
Lewis. 

The main focus of the evening was 
the books Lewis wrote on Narnia. The 
Chronicles of Narnia are very popu- 


lar children’s literature, and some 

question how somebody like C.S. 

Lewis could be such a good chil- 

dren’s author: Lewis had no kids of 
his own, was single until late in life, 
had academic achievement as his life’s 
main goal and was described by his 
friends as “eccentric.” 

Through the course of the evening, 
participants learned about different 
aspects of Lewis’ life that came to- 
gether to provide inspiration for the 
Narnia series. This especially included 
his religion, his viewpoint of joy and 
his intellect. Bowen went into great 
detail on each of these aspects. He dis- 
cussed Lewis’ hatred of Christianity 
as a child, his time as a devout athe- 
ist, and his conversion back to Christ. 
He discussed Lewis’ search for joy, a 
search that began as a young child. He 
discussed Lewis’ boredom in school as 
a child and his time with a very strict 
tutor. 

Bowen's theory of the origin of Nar- 
nia tied these aspects of Lewis’ life 
together. Lewis was opposed to Chris- 


tianity but could not avoid his conver- 
sion. He created Narnia so that others 
who were opposed to conversion could 
read the books and perhaps recognize 
the Christian story in the world of Nar- 
nia without encountering the deter- 
rents they find in this world. In finding 
the Christian story, they would be able 
to experience the joy Lewis felt. 

The evening took place over two and 
a half hours, but the time went quick- 
ly. The beginning was filled with the 
origin of Narnia, followed by a brief 
question period. The second half stud- 
ied the way in which the Chronicles of 
Narnia were written — not as an anal- 
ogy of the Christian faith, but more as 
a guide towards the Christian faith, 

The evening was interesting and 
for many people it caused a desire 
to open up the books and read them 
once again, If you haven't yet read the 
books, as Bowen said, “it's never too 
late to have a happy childhood.” ® 


AMANDA CURRAN 


Too often we put conditions on our 
trust in God. We think “of course 
I trust you God, but are you aware 
that if A happens, then B is no longer 
going to work out the way it should?” 
We may trust God for the little things, 
but then have twangs of doubt over 
whether He really has the whole plan 
figured out. We instead trust and rely 
on others in our lives to give us that 
sense of security. 

Growing up I was always quoted 
Philippians 4:6, “Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiv- 
ing present your requests to God” and 
Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding, but in all of 
your ways acknowledge Him and He 
will make your paths straight.” These 
verses have been an amazing encour- 
agement to me through life’s ups and 
downs so far; however, I think they 
are often not truly taken to heart and 
understood to the fullest. Neither 
verse says “trust God with most of 
your heart” or “do not be anxious 
about the little things in life.” Instead, 
these verses use the words “all” and 
“everything,” meaning every part 
whether big or small. The problem 
starts when we begin to categorize 
our life into parts that can or cannot 
be given fully over to Christ. 

Christ not only wants all of our lives 
to be submitted to Him in service, but 
also in thought. He wants us to trust 
Him with every single part of our life, 
to put our life as a whole into His 
hands to be used by Him for His glory 
and purpose. The best part about giv- 
ing Him the entirety of our life is that 
He has much greater plans for it than 
we do, His plans are “to give us hope 
and a future” says Jeremiah 29:11b. 
We too often settle for so much less 
when we make our plans the priority 
in life. When we give our lives over 
to Christ we not only experience the 
peace that comes from that, but also 
the amazing full extent of His bless- 
ings. It isn’t until we give our lives en- 
tirely over to God that we realize how 
much of a stress it takes off of our life. 
Trying to be our own god in planning 
our lives is a tough task! We were not 


meant to try to understand the plans 

and outcomes that God has in store 

for our lives, so why do we try? A 

great verse that lately has reinforced 

this in my life is Proverbs 20:24, “A 

man’s steps are of the LORD; how 

then can a man understand his own 
way?” There is great peace that flows 
through us when we trust God more 
and more with all of our lives. The joy 
and peace of knowing that He truly 
knows us and has a plan for every 
minute of our lives is astounding and 
indescribable. 

A song, called “Trust” by Kristene 
Mueller, has recently been a real 
encouragement to me; it says, “How 
sweet it is to trust in You, just to 
know You've got everything under 
control.” May we never forget that 
it is in Christ that we are to put our 
hope and trust. As Christians we are 
called to live our lives in thanksgiv- 
ing to God for what He has given us; 
and yet in trying to keep control of 
certain parts of our lives we live in a 
way that doesn’t show thanksgiving. 
A life that shines for Christ happens 
when we are firmly rooted in Christ 
and when we are seeking Him in all 
we do, If we are not giving God access 
and control of all of our lives, then we 
are proclaiming that we don’t truly 
need Him and are able to do better on 
our own - even though we all know 
that left to our own abilities we won't 
get far at all. God is not our “life line” 
that is to be used in times of need. 

He is the creator of the universe and 
our Saviour; what could be better 
than putting our trust in a God that 
knows all about us and created us? It 
truly astounds me that the One who 
created me cares enough to take my 
anxiety and struggles upon Himself, 
even after I let Him down time and 
time again. 

One final thought to make this 
personal: ask yourself, “is there an 
area of my life that I am holding onto 
tightly? 

Now is the time to allow God to 
break you free of that weight that 
is holding you down and to let his 
irresistible grace overcome every part 
of your life. 

Let's be a community whose full 
trust is in God’s plan for our lives.q@D 


Dearest 


AARON DEVOS 


According to Statistics Canada, 
most first years that read this are 


representative of the 4% of Hamilton 


re ident from a two or more person 
non-family household. Statistics 
Canada may not view your dorm as 

a family but since I have an insider's 
perspective, I know that this is not 
entirely the case. It is a family: a 
highly dysfunctional family. When I 
was an RA, I was quickly assigned the 
title “dorm mom,” even though I was 
only three years older than most of 
the other housemates. “Dad” shared 
a room with me but never the same 
bed - which I am more than pleased 
with since “Dad” also shares the same 
anatomical structure as me. To make 
matters even more peculiar, somehow 
we managed to acquire six children 
all of whom turned out to be males 
and none of whom we lived with for 
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longer than eight months. This was a 
dysfunctional family indeed, 
Somehow, by the grace of God, we 
learned to become a family. Our lives 
were interwoven and became depen 
dent on one another. If one person 
needed directions on how to get to the 
bank then there was usually another 
person nearby who could help. We 
depended on each other because we 
knew that we could not do it all alone 
Cooking, cleaning, studying and 
holding down a job is too difficult to 
be done without assistance. None of 
us were strong in any or all of these 
tasks. Some believed that there is a 
way to turn Kraft dinner with hotdogs 
into a healthy meal. Still others 
believed that it was a good to start a 
game of basketball at 8 p.m. rather 
than start on the paper that is due 
at 8 a.m. the next morning (that was 
probably me). The good news is that 
if it were not for housemates, then 


these activities would have happened 
in far greater frequency. It was a 
blessing to be a part of dorm living for 
three years. 

I have since stood beside and 
witnessed two of these housemates 
find a spouse and a third housemate 
get engaged. While | cannot promise 
that their new family will not have 
some elements that are dysfunctional, 
it is good to know that they have still 
embraced the family model after 
spending at least one school year in 
a highly dysfunctional family. Even 
though I refer to the dorm family as 
dysfunctional, I hope it is still clear 
that the advantages to this household 
far outweigh an alternative of living, 
outside of community. 

There are other examples of 
households that live in community 
in Hamilton. There is the community 
within a lone parent family (16% of 
households), couples with no children 


(19%), couples with children (21%) 
and other family households (5%). 
Overshadowing all of these figures 

is the 34% of Hamilton residents 
who live in a single person house- 
hold. | hope this figure makes your 
heart wrench as it does mine. Tam 
not saying that singlehood is wrong, 
nor does it mean that singlehood 

is a complete absence of commu- 
nity. What I do mean is that there is 
something wrong with having more 
people living alone than in a form of 
household that encourages commu- 
nity. Why is there a large statistical 
gap between unattached students 
(and a few others) that live in the 4% 
and the unattached individual that 
belongs to the 3496? Alarms should go 
off in the back of our heads because it 
means that they do not as readily get 
to experience the joys and challenges 
that come along with communal liv- 
ing. The shoulder that is available to 


cry on and the feet that are ready to 
walk miles should first be extended by 
the people from within a household. 
Who will walk a mile for the middle 
aged man who lives alone and suffers 
a disability which prevents him from 
going outside? Who will be the shoul- 
der to cry on for the elderly widow? 

I don't write this so that you would 
invite every person who lives alone 
into your house. I doubt student life 
would be too happy. What I do hope 
is that you will not take for granted 
the vibrant community that you are a 
part of, May it be a taste of what com- 
munity will look like in the kingdom 
of God, a taste that we long for others 
to experience. 


SPIRITUALITY 


St. Patrick: The sober snake-chasing 
Scotsman 


ADAM CHILDS 


St. Patrick can easily be considered 
one of the most celebrated men in the 
world. Pubs are filled with people, 
parades are gathered in the streets 
and entire rivers are dyed green in 
his honour. By why is he honoured? 
Most people, especially Irish people, 
haven’t the slightest idea of who this 
Patrick of Ireland actually was. For 
this reason, most people, especially 
Irish people, are surprised when they 
discover that St. Patrick was not Irish, 
that he is not the patron saint of only 
Ireland, but also Nigeria, engineers 
and all people excluded by society. So 
who is the man celebrated so robustly 
and is this historic Patrick still worth 
celebrating? 

Unlike many other early figures 
in Church history, St. Patrick is not 
a mysterious figure known only 
through myth and legend; in fact, he 
has left behind his Confessions, an 
autobiography of his very interesting 
life. Born in a small village in south- 
ern Scotland in 387 into a wealthy 


and saintly Roman family, the apostle 
of Ireland was given the hearty Scot- 
tish name Maewyn Succat. 

Maewyn would not have his first 
encounter with Irishmen until he was 
sixteen; unfortunately, those Irish- 
men were marauders who kidnapped 
him and sold him to be a slave to 
an Irish chieftain and druidic high 
priest named Milchu. Now in Ireland, 
Maewyn Succat was forced to work 
as a shepherd, but here he found his 
faith. Alone on the isolated slopes of 
Ireland, Maewyn found hope in God 
when all other hope was lost. 

After six years of captivity, Maewyn 
Succat was miraculously aided in 
his escape, led by an angel to a ship 
over two hundred miles away. The 
captain of this ship allowed him to 
come aboard and in a few days he was 
reunited with his family in Britain. 
Home again, Maewyn committed 
his life to the service of God and 
spreading the gospel and over the 
next eighteen years Maewyn Suucat 
grew in piety and holiness, living a 
monastic life. 


During this time, Maewyn Succat 
longed to return to Ireland and bring 
Christ's gospel of redemption to the 
pagan people who had held him cap- 
tive. In 432, God answered his desire 
when Pope Calestine I ordained him 
as a bishop and charged him with 
the task of spreading Christianity 
to the Irish, His mission began with 
Calestine giving Maewny Succat a 
new name, Patercius (from where we 
get Patrick), which means “the father 
of his people.” 

Patrick returned to Ireland in 433, 
immediately finding his former 
master Milchu and paying the price of 
ransom for his own freedom. The first 
year that St. Patrick spent in Ireland 
was filled with many miracles and he 
witnessed many pagan tribes convert- 
ing to Christianity. God used Patrick's 
previous experience in Ireland for 
his glory: he had already learned 
the language of the people and their 
religious beliefs. However, St. Patrick 
desired that Ireland be claimed for 
God at a much quicker rate. 

The Druids (the Celtic religion in 


Ireland) held a festival every spring in 
honour of their head chieftain, during 
which all the fires on the island were 
to be extinguished except the one in 
the house of the chieftain. In 433, 
this feast was being celebrated on 
the same day as Easter. St. Patrick 
had gone up to the place where the 
festival was being held and lit the 
Paschal Flame on the hill adjacent to 
the chieftain’s house. (The Paschal 
Flame was traditionally lit on the 
night before Easter to signify the light 
of Christ.) Upon seeing the flame, a 
number of the chieftain’s attendants 
were dispatched to extinguish it and 
kill the one who defied the honour of 
the head chieftain. But despite their 
efforts, the flame and St. Patrick were 
miraculously preserved from harm. 
The bewilderment caused by the 
events of that evening set the stage for 
Christ’s triumph on Easter Sunday, 
when St. Patrick led a procession into 
the festival of Irish leaders holding up 
a book containing the four Gospels. 
This marked a monumental victory 
over the local Druid paganism; their 


A life-transforming truth often 
overlooked 


JACKIE LIEUWEN 
COPY EDITOR 


For the longest time I struggled to 
be awed by God's grace and Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross. I mean, I knew 
it was an amazing sacrifice of love, 
but I had heard about it my whole life 
and the wonder of God's forgiveness 
and love just began to wear off. I 
knew that, just like with everything 
else in the Christian life, we cannot 
work up the feelings within ourselves; 
so I would pray over and over, “God, 
help me to be awed by your grace! 
Open my eyes so I will truly grasp the 
magnitude of what you have done for 
me!” 

This semester God has been bring- 
ing me on a journey of discovering 
what grace truly is. One of the main 
reasons I struggled to be awed by 
God's grace was because I had such 
a limited understanding about what 
grace really is, what the cross of 
Christ really purchased. God's grace 
and his mercy are NOT the same 
thing. I have always thought that 
grace just referred to God's forgive- 
ness of my sin through Christ. Christ 
took the penalty for all the wrong I 
had done and paid the price of death, 
satisfying God's justice. And yes, that 
is an amazing gift - 1 do not mean 
to downplay the incredible gift and 
power of God's forgiveness. But grace 
extends so much farther than that! 
Grace encompasses mercy, but merey 
is only a part of what grace is, It is 
only one aspect of what Christ's work 
accomplished. Romans 6 is such an 
awe inspiring description that gives a 
glimpse into the extensive realities of 
what Christ's death accomplished, — 
Paul says,"we were buried with Him 


through baptism into death, that just 
as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life ... 
our old man was crucified with Him, 
that the body of sin might be done 
away with, that we should no longer 
be slaves of sin. For he who has died 
has been freed from sin ... reckon 
yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, 
but alive to God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord ... For sin shall not have domin- 
ion over you, for you are not under 
law but under grace” (Romans 6:4, 
6-7, 11, 14, NKJV). 

Did you catch all that? “Newness of 
life,” “old man crucified,” “no longer 
slaves to sin!” You see, that is why 
God's grace and the power of the 
cross is something that we rely on, 
something that we stand in awe of 
and humbly cling to every moment 
of every day: Because we NEED the 
power that he purchased by his death 
to live as he calls us to live! I used to 
read the words of Paul where he says 
“what I want to do I do not do, but 
what I hate I do. For I have the desire 
to do what is good, but I cannot carry 
it out. For I do not do the good I want 
to do, but the evil I do not want to 
do—this I keep on doing” (Romans 
7:15, 18-19 NIV). I used to think, 

“oh, Paul has the same problem as 

I do.” But there are two things that 

I failed to realize; the first was that 
the whole point of these verses is to 
lead to the climax found in verse 24 
and 25, “What a wretched man I am! 
Who will rescue me from this body 
that is subject to death? Thanks be to 
God, who delivers me through Jesus 
Christ our Lord!” And the second 
thing is that I failed to read it within 
the context of Romans 6-8, which 
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declares the amazing depths of the 
freedom Christ purchased, that we 
are no longer men and women like 
Romans 7 describes, we are men and 
women of Romans 6 and 8, freed by 
Christ! That is the power of God’s 
grace; that is what the Christian life is 
meant to demonstrate. But this power 
over sin is only found in Christ which 
is not just a one time commitment, it 
involves daily abiding in Christ. 

So often as Christians, we pour 
ourselves out for people, thinking we 
are doing God's work. But the reason 
we feel so dry, the reason we don’t 
see changes in the people around us 
is because we are not operating in the 
Spirit; we are operating in the flesh! 
In John 15:4-5, Jesus says “Abide in 
Me, and I in you. As the branch can- 
not bear fruit of itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you, unless 
you abide in Me. I am the vine, you 
are the branches. He who abides in 
Me, and | in him, bears much fruit; 
for without Me you can do nothing” 
(NKJV). 

For years I have longed to truly 
stand in awe of God's grace; but I 
was unable to do so, unable to truly 
see the wonder of the cross for what 
it was until I started to truly abide in 
him, to truly make him my heart’s 
desire, It's not about a feeling: it's 
about discovering truth! The Way, the 
Truth, and the Life! It's about asking 
yourself, “How much do I really de- 
sire Christ? Am I willing to give up an 
hour of fun at night, so I can go home 
and spend that hour with my Savior? 
Am I willing to wake up an hour 
earlier so that I can abide in Christ 
whose power I desperately need to 
carry me through the day?” 

It isn’t easy. Be warned, my brothers 
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and sisters in Christ, Satan and your 
flesh will do everything to oppose 
you! R. Sibbes said, “When we go 

to God by prayer, the devil knows 

we go to fetch strength against him, 
and therefore he opposeth us all he 
can.” That is so true! For years I have 
allowed my flesh to control me, al- 
lowed my tiredness to keep me from 
spending time with God, allowed 
myself to be convinced that it was un- 
necessary to give up my comforts and 
my sleep, unnecessary to really make 
sacrifices in order to get a vibrant 
relationship with God: but the truth 
is that Jesus asks us to take up our 
cross, deny ourselves and be willing 


' to sacrifice everything in order to 


find his priceless treasure! Have you 
ever read those stories (Luke 9:57- 
62) where Jesus turns away people 
who want to follow him, saying that 
they are unfit for service because 
they want to do one important thing 
first? I used to wonder, “Jesus, what 
are you doing? They want to follow 
you!” But this story shows that with 
Jesus, you are either in or out. You 
cannot be halfheartedly devoted; you 
cannot love the things of this world 
(media, friends, family, girlfriends 
or boyfriends, education or careers) 
more than him. You must be willing 
to sacrifice EVERYTHING in order to 
find Jesus! 

In “Wrestling Prayer,” Leslie Ludy 
(co-author with her husband Eric 
Ludy) describes her and Eric’s ex- 
perience when they started to really 
pursue and abide in Christ: 


“Our sinful, selfish natures screamed 


and kicked in disapproval in the 
beginning, Prayer seemed labori- 
ous, and we longed for something 
to coddle our flesh ... Every human 
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leaders had either been converted or 
had lost the confidence of the Irish 
people. Stories often say that St. 
Patrick chased all of the snakes out of 
Ireland, but this tale actually refers 
to him chasing the Druids out of Ire- 
land, a religion which was symbolized 
by a serpent. 

Thus is the story of Patrick of 
Ireland: a man called out of captivity 
by God and sent back to his captors 
to call them out from their enslave- 
ment to sin. St. Patrick died on March 
17, 461 and on this day the whole 
world continues to invoke his name. 
But how will we honour such a holy 
life? Will we be the light of Christ to 
the nations, bringing his gospel of 
redemption wherever we go or will 
we submit to the idols of this world in 
drunkenness and debauchery? 


rationale presented itself, trying to 
convince us that such a decision was 
completely unnecessary and that our 
relationship with Christ would be 
just as vibrant if we spent our night 
in front of Pirates of the Caribbean as 
if we spent our night in front of His 
throne.” 

I want to encourage you, my broth- 
ers and sisters in Christ, that if you 
desire to really live for God, to truly 
make a difference in this world, to 
have a full and passionate relation- 
ship with God, get on your knees! 
Don't just pray for fifteen minutes 
in the morning or a few times here 
or there in between classes and 
activities, but really seek God with 
all your heart! Be willing to give 
up everything, to make radical life 
changes in order to seek him. And be 
assured — though it is guaranteed to 
be difficult and will almost definitely 
feel very empty and dry at first - God 
hears the cries of his people and he 
promises “you will seek and find me 


when you seek me With all your heart” 


(Jeremiah 29:13). 


If you ever have questions or want to 
talk about this with someone, I would 


love to talk! This call of my Savior 

to abide in him has truly changed 
my life! And I would love to come 
along side anyone who is seeking for 
more of him! My email is jlieuwen@ 
redeemer.ca @ 
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Across 


1- Beer buy; 

5- Org.; 

10- Thick slice; 

14- Literary work; 

15- Birth-related; 

16- Circle at bottom, point 
at top; 

17- Mixture that has been 
homogenized; 

19- Feminine suffix; 

20- Sun Devils’ sch.; 

21- From the U.S.; 

22- Armed guard; 

24- Kathmandu resident; 
26- Taylor of “Mystic Pizza"; 
27- Largest ocean; 

33- Disconcert; 

36- Charged; 

37- _ kwon do; 

38- Network of nerves; 

39- Standard for comparison; 
40- Metallica drummer 
Ulrich; 

41- _ Schwarz; 

42- More delicate; 

43- Quotes; 

44- The act of superseding; 
47- Interpret; 

48- Contrive; 

52- Sterile; 

55- Enervates; 

57- “Treasure Island” 
monogram; 

58- Black-and-white treat; 
59- Inflammation of the skin; 
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Hmm, | could really use a 
synonym for this word... 


Consult the online thesaurus! 
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ENJOY A DELICIOUS PASTA MEAL AT REFRESH! 
OUR MARCH COUPON ENTITLES YOU TO $1.00 
OFF THE PURCHASE OF ANY PASTA 
PRONTO AT REFRESH. 
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Might as well check email 
while I'm at it... 


62- Actor Epps; 43- Seashore; 

63- Chopper topper; 45- Mistakes; 

64- Pro or con; 46- Disclose; 

65- Cookbook amts.: 49- Bandleader Shaw; 
66- Brewer's need; 50- Move effortlessly; 
67- Hammer end; 51- Ruhr city; 


52- Rubber overshoe; 

53- Upper limbs, weapons; 
54- Gather, harvest; 

55- Mex. miss; 

56- Author Oz; 

60- Fair-hiring abbr.; 

61- AOL, @.g,; 


Down 


1- “Over There” composer; 
2- Strike _ ; 

3- Add together; 

4- That, in Tijuana; 

5- Weak; 

6- All there; 

7- Celestial body; 

8- Bran source; 

9- Pertaining to an office; 
10- Attractive route; 

ll- Protracted; 

12- Actress Heche; 

13- Ale, e.g.; 

18- Australian cockatoo; 
23- Bunches; 

25- Basilica area; 

26- Passenger ships; 

28- Decreased?; 

29- Loses color; 

30- Coup d’_; 

31- Bern's river; 

32- Capone's nemesis; 
33- Pound sounds; 

34- Boyfriend; 

35- At the apex of; 

39- Hostility toward men; 
40- Waterfall; 

42- At liberty; 


writing an essay? 


Did you know that camels 
have three eyelids? 
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